
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Jim Toteff, Jr. and 
Joe Lindholm 

 
 
 

Transcript of an Oral History 
Conducted by 

Anjuli Grantham 
at 

Larsen Bay, Alaska 
On June 13, 2015 

(With subsequent corrections and additions) 
 

Kodiak Historical Society 
 



 

 

 

 

About West Side Stories 
 

This oral history is part of the West Side Stories project of the Kodiak Historical Society. West Side 
Stories is a public humanities and art project that intended to document the history of the west side 
of Kodiak Island through oral history, photography, and art. The oral histories chart the personal 
stories of individuals with a longtime connection to the west side of Kodiak Island, defined for the 
scope of this project as the area buffeted by the Shelikof Strait that stretches from Kupreanof Strait 
south to the village of Karluk. The project endeavored to create historical primary source material 
for a region that lacks substantive documentation and engage west side individuals in the creation of 
that material.  
 
The original audio recording of this interview is available by contacting the Kodiak Historical 
Society. Additional associated content is available at the Kodiak Historical Society/ Baranov 
Museum, including photographs of interview subjects and west side places taken during the summer 
of 2015, archival collections related to the west side, and journals and art projects created by west 
side residents in 2015.  
 
This project is made possible due to the contributions of project partners and sponsors, including 
the Alaska Humanities Forum, Alaska State Council on the Arts, Kodiak Maritime Museum, Kodiak 
National Wildlife Refuge, Kodiak Public Broadcasting, Prince William Sound Regional Citizens 
Advisory Council, and Salmon Project. 
 
 

Note on Transcription 
 

After the initial transcription was completed, a second transcriber performed an audit/edit by 
listening to the oral history recording and verifying the transcription. The following transcript is 
nearly a word-for-word transcription of the oral history interview. Editing is intended to make the 
interview easier to understand. Bracketed words indicate they were added after the interview. The 
use of [é] indicates that something that was spoken does not appear in the transcription. Often, 
these are false starts. In some cases, it is information that the interview subject retracted later. The 
original audio file is available for listening.  
 

Citation 
 

Jim Toteff, Jr. and Joe Lindholm, interview P-1002-13 by Anjuli Grantham in Larsen Bay, Alaska, 13 
June 2015 (Kodiak, Alaska: Kodiak Historical Society). 
 
Key Words: Larsen Bay cannery, purse seining, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill, strikes, salmon fishing, 
fishing boats, Karluk, rescue 

 
 
 
Left cover photo: Jim Toteff, Jr. photographed by Breanna Peterson for West Side Stories, P-1000-7-704.  
Right cover photo: Joe Lindholm, photographed by Anjuli Grantham for West Side Stories., P-1001-1-81. 
  



 

 

1 

 

Oral History of Jim Toteff, Jr.  

 

JT: I don't own the land, but I sell the fish to the company, so yeah, you can build. 

AG: Great! So this is all Icicle property, huh?  

JT: Yeah, but when I built it, it was owned by a man named Alan Beardsley, and before he bought it 
I was a part owner in Larsen Bay. 

AG: Oh. Okay, great. Well, letõs start from the beginning before we get ahead of ourselves because 
this is all great stuff. I started recording. This is Anjuli Grantham. I'm here with Jim Toteff. It  is June 
13, 2015, and we are sitting at Jim's place in Larsen Bay. This recording is part of the West Side 
Stories project. Jim, could you maybe begin with a basic introduction? Your name, where youõre 
from, your birth date, and some information about your family?  

JT: My name is Jim Toteff, Jr.  Born in 1948. My father was a fisherman and his father was a 
fisherman. So weõll start out at the very beginning. My grandfather was born in 1892 in Bulgaria. 
When he was fourteen years old his dad put him on a boat for America. Wasnõt a very good time to 
be in Bulgaria because there was Balkan Wars that were just gonna happen any day then. So he 
landed in Baltimore, Maryland. Took him two years to make it to the west coast. He went to work at 
a logging camp in about 1906. After three or four years of doing this, he met a 
commercial fisherman and he started gillnetting on the Columbia River in about 1914. World War I 
came along. He enlisted in the army and when the war was over he was granted citizenship. Grandpa 
went back to fishing, married my grandma in 1920, bought a house on the Columbia River in a little 
town called Kalama. It's where I still live. My father was born in ô25 and he began gillnetting in his 
late high school years. My grandfather had a fish trap on the Columbia River and they were outlawed 
in about 1934 and so he just gillnetted after that. To supplement his income, my father came to 
Kodiak Island to purse seine as a crewman in 1944 and he told me that he learned how not to do it 
this year. The guy he was with was not a very good fisherman. He stayed home a year and the 
following year, with help from my grandfather, he built a brand new seiner for Kodiak called the 
Theresa T in 1946. And he fished the Theresa T until 1957 and during this time he fished for Alaska 
Packers Association and he was the first purse seiner that Alaska Packers ever hired. Prior to õ46, all 
their fish were purchased from their own fish traps. Okay. Dad had a second seiner built in ô57. It 
was a Hansen wood boat. It  was named the New Theresa. And my first year seining was 1963 as a 
half-share deckhand and I crewed with my father until [the Marine Corps in ô69]. [1970] was the first 
year I was a captain of a boat. It  was an old wooden piece of crap and we lost her on the maiden 
voyage up the middle of Shelikof Strait and I, along with my three crewmen that I had, owe our lives 
to the Coast Guard. We were picked up by helicopter out in the middle of Shelikof on our way to 
Cape Igvak. So that was my first year. The very following year Alaska Packers built three brand new 
fiberglass seiners and they offered me one of them if I wanted to fish it for them which, punk kid 
with a brand new state-of-the-art seiner in Kodiak, I jumped at the chance because after we lost the 
boat in Shelikof, I leased another boat from Alaska Packers and out of the forty-some fishermen 
that Alaska Packers had, I think we finished up about number twelve or thirteen on the list. So we 
did extremely well in the short while that we fished. I fished the Pintail [the boat APA built for me] 
until my wife and I built our first seiner that we owned in 1977. Was named the Rhoda Je-Anne. It  
was a Hansen boat. Thirty-nine foot. We had our second seiner built in 1987. Excuse me, 1988. It  
was a Le Clercq forty-eight footer, and the following year we had another seiner built. All of them 
named Rhoda Je-Anne.  
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AG: There so many possible directions 
that we could take this. So I'm struck by 
the fact that your grandfather started 
gillnetting 101 years ago. So your family's 
been engaged in commercial fishing for 
that long. For you was there any question 
about what career you would choose? 

JT: None. (laughter) Fisherman or bum. 
Nothing in between. 

AG: And it's a very small line sometimes, 
huh? 

JT: When I was a junior in high school I 
was full-time gillnetting on the Columbia 
River which meant I missed an awful lot 
of school. And the little town of Kalama, 
the schoolhouse faces the river and the 
kids would all say, òThere goes Jim 
drifting down the river,ó and the teachers, 
one of them in particular, she gave me 
zeros. But the truth of the matter was 
when I was a senior in high school I was 
making more money gillnetting than what 
the teachers were making teaching 
school, but I was blessed with some very 
good teachers in the profession that 
[came] before me. 

AG: You said your grandfather had a fish 
trap on the Columbia. Did those fish 
traps differ from the ones that were in 
operation in Alaska? 

JT: Really not. Theyõre pretty much the same. It  was a pile driven trap. 

AG: And you must remember seeing fish traps in operation up here? 

JT; No, fish traps went out with statehood and I came to Larsen Bay every summer with my mother 
after I was born in ô48. Every spring I would come up until I started school. So there was five years 
that I came up and spent the summers and I can vaguely remember, probably when I was five years 
old, of going out with my dad and the superintendent of the cannery here on their pleasure boat. I 
remember we went over to Spiridon Bay to check the trap, but I really can't remember. 

AG: How was it that your father transitioned from being a gillnetter to a seiner? 

JT: Gillnetting back in the ô40s on the Columbia River wasn't very profitable. The runs had been 
beaten down, overfishing. Many, many causes, but he met a man that was a gillnetter that also fished 
Kodiak, Alaska, and he pointed him toward another man and that's how dad got his first job. And 
he saw that it wasn't that difficult and presto. 

AG: [é] How did he get connected then with the APA? 

Jim Toteff, Jr. at the Larsen Bay cannery, P-1000-7-705. 
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JT: Well, because he had a brand new boat and APA needed fisherman. He fished one year for 
another cannery and I don't know, I think it was out of Carmel which is in Halibut Bay. There used 
to be a cannery there and I'm not really sure. I know that [é] the second year though he fished for 
APA. 

AG: Was this the first time then, you said it was õ48, that your dad made it up here or that was the 
year you were born? 

JT: That's the year I was born, but my father started seining his own boat in ô46. 

AG: Okay. 

JT: And I don't think he sold his fish that year to APA. I think it was the next year. So õ46, õ47, one 
of those two years would have been his first year selling to APA.  

AG: How would you come up every summer when you were just a child with your mother? Would 
you fly or what was that journey like for you? 

JT: We flew and I remember, probably the time when I was either four or five, I can remember the 
plane. Single engine on each side I think. DC-6 I think maybe they call them. Think they held about 
thirty, forty people. And then after I started school I never came up again until 1963, and that year I 
think we flew on a Connie, a four-engine prop plane, and it wasn't long after that, I'm gonna say 
1965, I think they had jet service. Boy that was special. 

AG: What do you remember about before you started school and spending time in Larsen Bay? Do 
you have many memories? 

JT: Yeah, I do. [é] The population of Larsen Bay was much larger back then and Karluk, also. A lot 
of local people worked in the cannery, but there was several boys and girls my age. Bobby Carlson, I 
remember him, and Herman Carlson. I remember Charlie Aga and Jimmy McCormick, and oh there 
was just a lot of colorful people. And then one of the other seiners, Irvine Taylor, had two boys, 
Bruce and E.J. They came up so we palled around. But it was just a fun time in a young kidõs life.  

AG: Could you describe the home that you stayed in? 

JT: It  was one room. Probably sixteen by twenty building, maybe not that big, but it had a 
bathroom. I remember the sewer system was simply the pipe came out of the toilet and aimed 
toward the ocean and down toward the little water mark is where everything ended up. Not up to 
todayõs standards. Had a coal stove, I remember. Had a coal bin and you put some kindling and 
paper and some kerosene and put some coal on top of it. I remember there was a big salt water 
marsh just behind our little house and it had stickleback in it. Theyõre little fish about three or four 
inches long. And I had hip boots. Imagine a four or five year old kid with brand new hip boots. I 
was happy and we'd catch stickleback. Not very many. They were pretty fast. Lot of fun memories.  

AG: Was your dad able to make it home most evenings? 

JT: No. Rarely. He'd be home once every couple weeks for a day or so.  

AG: Were there other families that came up to stay at the cannery over the course of the summer? 

JT: There was two other families. Snook Taylor and Irvine Taylor. Irvine Taylor stayed in what is 
now called the Spider House [...] just across from my cabin, and Snook Taylor lived in the little cabin 
right next to us. So we were next door neighbors. And Snook had three children [é]. One was the 
same age as me and two others that were younger, [é] so we had playmates. 
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AG: And I know I'm asking from a time when you were such a small child, but I know that the APA 
really hadn't had a purse seine fleet for that long at that point. Was the fleet decent sized at this point 
or what was the fleet like? Do you know? 

JT: It  grew rapidly, but at that time I don't think there was over maybe twenty boats fishing for 
APA, but [é] in the early sixties when I started crewing there was I know close to forty boats that 
fished for APA. Probably eighty percent of them were company owned boats, or the biggest portion 
was company owned, but some of the boats were privately owned like my father's, Snook and Irvine 
Taylor. 

AG: So could you maybe describe the advantage or disadvantage of being an independent fishermen 
like your father was versus having a company boat? 

JT: Well, if you ran a company boat you had to pay a big lease, probably fifteen, twenty percent, I'd 
guess. If  you owned your own boat you [é] had to buy the boat, the upkeep, the insurance and all 
that goes along with owning a boat [é]. The runs weren't all that big back then and fish were cheap. 
There wasn't a lot of money being made. Well, I guess it was to them, but in our standards. My 
father's first boat, the Theresa T, she was built in 1946, cost five thousand dollars. And at that time a 
seine skiff consisted of basically a dory with oars. He said the next year, his second year, he got a 
five-horse Johnson outboard and they were walking in tall cotton. From there he went to a twenty-
horse outboard and then the power skiffs and the rest is history. They pulled their nets in by hand. 

AG: Do you remember when people first started using the block? 

JT: Well, my fist year crewing, 1963, we had a power block and I think my father had only had it for 
maybe two years. They were just invented. [é] They pulled their net in by hand before that and it 
was labor intensive. But nets were smaller. Stronger men were hired. Different time. 

AG: Larger crews? 

JT: Muscular. 

AG: That's still the same number of people, huh? 

JT: Yep.  

AG: Wow. [é] So was it because you were independent fishermen that your family was able to 
come up then and live in Larsen Bay during the summer? 

JT: My father was a very good fisherman. Not bragging, but he caught more fish than most of the 
fishermen, so therefore his abilities were in demand. Just like many other fishermen that were better 
fishermen, theyõre gonna be in demand and theyõre gonna get some perks, like a house to live in, 
maybe free fuel, maybe an airplane ticket. But on the other side of the coin you have to deliver your 
fish to this one company and you weren't getting paid very much, and I don't know what the 
companies were making. Anyhow, the better fishermen got perks. 

AG: I see, and were most of the seiners from Washington or were they local seiners that you 
remember? 

JT: There was several seiners from Larsen Bay and Karluk. 

AG: Who were they? 
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JT: Well, there was Charles Christiansen. He lived in 
both Karluk and Larsen Bay. He was a postmaster for 
awhile and I think he ran the store in Karluk for awhile, 
but he was a very good seiner. And there was Jimmy 
McCormick from here in Larsen Bay. He had the boat, 
the Honker, which was a Larsen Bay APA boat. There 
was [é] Fred Katelnikoff, canõt remember the name of 
his boat. Eddie Paakkenen, he was a real colorful 
setnetter from across the bay over here. He was a funny 
guy. And there's other setnetters here in the bay. Jake 
Aga and Jake Laktonen. Charlie and Alberta Aga that 
lived next door right over here. He had a little jitney 
seiner. It  was a family operation, his son and a couple 
daughters and wife, but Charlie had what we called the 
rec hall. When I came up inõ63, heõd just opened it. And 
what the rec hall was, a building probably fifty feet long 
or forty feet long and twenty feet wide with a pool table, 
and a juke box, and a bed sheet on the wall for movies. 
Couple times a week during the summer we'd have 
movies on a real projector and when there was no movie 
he had Bingo. And everything was good unless his 
generator ran out of gasoline. Then the lights went out. 
Things were pretty primitive but a lot of fun. Charlie 

could play the accordion and he only had four fingers on one hand, but he could make that 
accordion play. And he's one of the reasons that I took up playing the accordion.  

AG: What a great instrument, by the way. I spent some time, not a lot of time, in Argentina and I 
love the use of the accordion in the tango. Itõs so great. So was there something that made APA 
boats distinctive in their appearance? 

JT: They were black and orange. Different companies had different color boats. APA, black and 
orange. There were what they called the Kadiak boats. They were red and black. There was Uganik 
boats that were green. I think green and black. There was a Parkõs boat from up Uyak. There's a 
Parkõs Cannery up Uyak Bay here and they were white. You knew by the color who it was. 

AG: And was there some sort of naming convention that APA boats followed, too? 

JT: They were mostly named after birds. The Albatross. Arctic Tern. Honker. Parakeet. 

AG: Oh, I remember hearing about the Flamingo. 

JT: [é] The flamingo wasn't an APA boat.  

AG: Okay. It  just happens to be a bird. 

JT: It  just happened to be [é]. The fiberglass boat that APA built for me was the Pintail, and that 
year the two other boats they built were the Eider and the Merganser. Charlie Christiansenõs boat, who 
I mentioned earlier, was the Sprig, which is the same bird as the Pintail, just different name for the 
same critter. 

AG: Who owned the gear? 

 

Eddie Paakkanen P-779-14-15. 
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JT: I can't answer that. I would 
bet APA. I bet APA owned 
everything. Now mind you this 
was before permits, so anybody 
could fish that was able to run a 
boat.  

AG: Because it seems that 
sometimes that relationship is 
characterized as kind of like an 
overlord to underlings in which 
you know the cannery owned 
everything. Was that the sense at 
the time? It was some sort of 
injustice or did people even 
think about it?  

JT: I don't really think they 
thought it was an injustice. A lot 
of the company fishermen, oh 

they were millworkers from down south, there were laborers, or had off-season work, just 
something they could supplement their income. Bristol Bay, I think in the early days, might have 
been a little different, but here in Kodiak, I don't think there was any animosity. I'm sure there was 
over the price of fish over the course of the years, but that's still the case today. 

AG: Definitely. [é] Was the appearance of the cannery compared to now much different? 

JT: No. Changed very little. The carpenter shopõs a little bigger than it use to be. The springhouse 
where the Japanese egg people worked is the same as it was then. The little house that me and mom 
stayed in before I started school is still there. Dexter [Lorance], our cannery foreman, he lives there. 
The spider house over here where Irvine Taylor lived, itõs still there. The village back in the ô60s was 
different because it was all the old village. The new houses didn't get built until, I might say, the late 
70s would be my guess. There was no airstrip until I'm gonna say ô70s. Sometime in the ô70s. APA 
sold to the [Koniag] Native Corporation in [é] Iõm gonna say three. õ74? õ73 [é]? One of those 
years right in there, and the Native corporation owned it until it was purchased in [1980] by myself 
and about fifteen other fishermen. Gary Wiggins, who was a superintendent, between us fishermen 
and Gary, we had forty-nine percent of the cannery or roughly my share was two percent and the 
other half was owned by a company called UniSea, a crab company from out west, and we operated 
the cannery õ81, õ82, [é] õ83, õ84, õ85 and [é] just before the õ86 season we sold it to Alan Beardsley, 
a grocery store owner from Kodiak. And I hit it off good with Alan from the very start and Alan 
owned the company outright until he sold to Icicle Seafoods about eight years ago.   

AG: What did you call the cannery when you owned it? 

JT: We called it Larsen Bay Seafoods Incorporated. 

AG: And what did the Native corporation call it? 

JT: Kissy. K-I-S-I. Kodiak Island Seafoods Incorporated. That's what the Natives had and then we 
were Larsen Bay Seafoods and Alan Beardsley named it Kodiak Salmon Packers. 

Larsen Bay Seafoods sign near mug-up line, P-1001-1-22. 
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The APAôs purse seine fleet on the marine ways in Larsen Bay, P-779-14-14. 

AG: And what was it called when the APA owned it? 

JT: APA [Alaska Packers Association] 

AG: Just APA, yeah. Larsen Bay. I, for the first time, recently came across the Diamond K[S]. 
Before I didn't know ôcause, you know, I knew about how every cannery was related to this diamond 
sign, but I was looking through some archival documents. It  said Larsen Bay Diamond K[S] and I 
was like, òThere we have it.ó  

[é] 

AG: [é] Now we have that kind of chronology, but maybe we can back track to 1963, your first 
season fishing up here. 

JT: I was a half share deckhand. 

AG: How old were you? 

JT: Probably fourteen. Letõs see, fourteen, fifteen. I was born in January ô48. Fifteen, I guess. 

AG: And which boat was that and who were you fishing with? 

JT: I was fishing with my dad on the New Theresa, thirty-eight foot Hansen wood seiner. And that 
was the first time I ever went in a bar, 1963, the year before the earthquake. We were in Kodiak. 
Weõd been fishing on the east side over in Ugak Bay and we come to Kodiak and the guys said, 
òCome on, Jim. Weõre gonna go up town,ó and we went to the B&B. Fifteen years old, I walked in 
with the rest of the guys and climbed up on a bar stool and the bartender says, "What do you have 
there, sonny?ó and I said, " Beer." (laughter) Yep. It  was a different time.  
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AG: Would you deliver all the way over here?  

JT: Tenders. They would send tenders all around the island. The best tender that APA had at that 
time was the Ptarmigan, big wooden boat. I think it was an old sardine seiner. I think I made fifteen 
hundred bucks that year.  

AG: Not bad. 

JT: Now then the next year, 1964, I didn't come to Alaska because I'd started gillnetting on the 
Columbia River. Nineteen sixty-four was the last year that the gillnet season ran June and July and 
part of August on the Columbia River. After that it was shut down. So I stayed home and gillnetted. 
Then the following year, 1965, was my first year as full share. I was skiffman and it was a decent 
season. I know I went home after the 1965 season, I'm gonna be a junior in high school when I got 
home, bought a brand new 1965 Mustang, four on the floor, 289 four speed, God that car was 
sweet. I remember friends of mine, I lived in a little bitty town, and I was brought up different. I 
mean, I know dad always taught, you never buy anything, you save up for it until you can afford it, 
then you buy it. You don't go borrowing. And one of my friends asked, òWell, I bet you the 
payments on that thing are pretty high,ó and I looked at him kind of funny [é], I says, "There's no 
payments. Itõs paid for." Twenty-eight hundred dollars, brand spanking new. Wish I still had it. Then 
the following year, 1966, was a pretty good year. That was the most fish that I'd ever caught, and we 
fished Red River, we fished some of Karluk, we fished all over. 1967 was an extremely poor year. 
We came up and fished reds in June, and I remember we had about seventeen thousand reds, which 
was the biggest June season that we'd ever had. Then we use to go home for the Fourth of July and 
come back up for humpies. Well that year, 1967, the humpy season never opened. There'd been a 
bad winter or something. Fish and Game just didnõt open it. [é] Kukak Bay did open and Red River 
did open in late August. I'm gonna say the twentieth of August or something like that and our boats 
were in the water, so we had to come back up and we went to Red River and there was nothing. We 
went to Kukak and I think we got about a half a load of dogs and that was the end of that year.  

AGL I'm wondering because it's a couple of years after the ô64 earthquake and tsunami, did you see 
any changes within either the fishery or the landscape from when you were here in ô63 and when you 
returned in ô65? 

JT: Well, the city of Kodiak dramatically because the town had been devastated and it was being 
rebuilt. As far as Larsen Bay, no. Probably just the city of Kodiak. The new boat harbor. 

AG: And the fishing seemed about the same? 

JT: Yes. I don't think the earthquake affected the fish. When was it, March? Probably the little 
smolts were crawling out of the gravel already or about then.  

AG: Yeah, the only thing that I can think of is the subsidence impacting the river systems. 

JT: No, I know that some parts of the island sunk. I think other parts raised, but no, I don't know of 
any effects to the fishing. 

AG: Who was superintendent out here [é] in the early ô60s? 

JT: Well, let me see. When I was a kid, like before I started school, I think the superintendent [é] 
name was Vern Helicor. I know he was a friend of my fatherõs. And then the superintendent in 1963 
might have been Gary Wiggins. ô63, 65ô, I'm gonna say is Gary Wiggins. And in 1970, a man named 
Wayne Woods was brought up from California. See APA, the parent company California Packing 
Company, DelMonte, sent one of their men from the vegetable division up to run this cannery. [é] 
He knew nothing about salmon and I remember going to the mess hall one day and they were 
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cooking red salmon and 
Wayne Woods, here is the 
new boss, he's going 
through the chow line and 
he asked the cook, " Well 
how do you tell the 
difference between a, like a 
red salmon and a king 
salmon?" and the retort 
was, " How do you tell the 
difference between a string 
bean and a carrot?" (laughter) 
Thatõs the gospel truth. 
Wayne Woods was only 
here for one or two years. I 
think one, and he was 
replaced by the cannery 
foreman who was Bob 
Gorton. And Bob Gorton 

was here for several years. I think during the time that the Native corporation owned it. I think they 
replaced Bob Gorton after a few years, and I think Bob went to southeast. And I like Bob, he's a 
nice guy, and he married one of the local girls from Larsen Bay, one of Jimmy McCormick's 
daughters and I think they still live in southeast. Tommy Johnson, he'll probably know more about 
that than I do. 

AG: Great. I'm curious about the set up of the cannery. When you were here [é] was it a time when 
it was still segregated? 

JT: You mean like the Filipino bunkhouse and Chinatown? Yeah, there was a lot of Filipinos early 
on, but now when I started crewing in õ63, the fishermen all stayed in the bunkhouses and at that 
time we stayed in what we called Chinatown. It's the building just over here on this side of the 
cannery, and it was basically Columbia River fishermen that stayed downstairs in Chinatown 
bunkhouse and it was Seattle, a lot of Tarabochias, stayed upstairs [Mike, Jack, Dominick and a lot 
more]. 

AG: Tarabochia? 

JT: /Terabosha/. Some of them call it /Taraboshia/, some of them call themselves /Taraboochi/ 
and some Tarabochia [the most common]. It's all spelled the same. 

AG: Are those? 

JT: Seiners. 

AG: Oh okay. 

JT: They're fishermen from Puget Sound. 

AG: Oh okay.  

JT: It's a pretty common name in Slavonian. 

AG: Oh I see. So it's a family name? 

JT: Yeah. 

Larsen Bay cannery mess hall, summer 2015, P-1000-7-692. 
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AG: Okay. Okay.  

JT: Yep. There was Mike and there was Jack and there was Dominic and there was a lot of 
Terabochias. 

AG: And where did the Asians stay? 

JT: There was no select Asian group at that time. I think it was a mix and they stayed in the 
bunkhouses next to the cookhouse in that area. 

AG: [é] Was all the food the same? ôCause I know in some canneries there was actually white mess 
halls, Native mess halls, Filipino mess halls. 

JT: It  was all the same, but no, in ô63 when we were living in Chinatown, that used to be the old 
Chinese bunkhouse and they had their own kitchen and there was still some of the leftover pots and 
kettles or woks or whatever they cooked with. It  was, you know, just remnants. Use to scrounge 
around for artifacts and I think I've got one opium bottle that I found. Itõs a little vile.  

AG: How did they get most of the cannery workers at that point and even fishermen? How did 
APA do its recruiting?   

JT: I don't know. As far as cannery workers there was an awful lot of the women from Karluk that 
would come down and spend the summer. There was some from Kodiak. A lot of local, and as far 
as the seiners, there was probably more people wanting to run a boat than there were boats available, 
and maybe as a crewman showed more ability, he might be given the reins.  

AG: It  seems that there's a lot of connection between Larsen Bay and Karluk. Is it that most Larsen 
Bay people originated in Karluk? Is that the case or what do you think? ôCause I know that before, 
that's where all the canning took place at Karluk and everything. I mean that was the center of the 
fishing world for so long. 

JT: Karluk at one time was a big village, and you know there were seven canneries at Karluk [in the 
late 1800s]. When I started crewing, that was before the new houses were built at Karluk, but the 
church was still kept up and they attended the church. It  was kind of fun because the river was 
different back then, a lot of erosion now and the mouth was different then. But sometimes at night, 
we seiners, weõd go in the river and weõd go up and tie up. And they had a rec hall, too, and I could 
remember fourteen, fifteen, sixteen years old going up and watching movies and kind of trying to 
sneak a glance or a favor from one of the local girls. And they were happy to see new people 
because Karluk was so isolated that I mean anytime a boatñ. When we'd go on the river, the little 
kids would just coming flocking. I mean they [é] were just a bunch of kids and they'd come down 
and get on the boat and dad would give them a candy bar, and just imagine these people are isolated 
and probably a lot of the kids had never been away from Karluk ever and so here come these new 
people with fancy boats. 

[é] 
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Karluk beach seiners. 

AG: So when you would visit Karluk when you were younger, did it still have all the built up 
cannery structures and all that? 

JT: It  had some. On the Spit there were several buildings, warehouses. There was a store and a post 
office [é]. There was a couple houses to the left of the Spit, but the main village was across the 
river, and so across from the Spit, across the river, there was a bridge, a suspension bridge and that's 
where most of the people lived. There must have been twenty, thirty families. One of the first 
crewman that I hired was Herman Malutin.[é] He was Herman, Jr. His dad, Herman, Sr., was a 
captain of the beach seine operation. Karluk had a beach seine operation and it was basically the 
village. There might have been a dozen shareholders in it, and so they had several skiffs and they 
had an APA boat named the Auk. It  wasn't a seiner. It  was just kind of a big funny looking thing, 
but Herman, Sr., he ran that and so he would pull the seine out from the beach and tow it back in 
and then the skiffs would take over. 

AG: And this was in the ô60s? 

JT: Yes. 

AG: Would the APA tender go down and pick up the fish? 

JT: Yeah. 

AG: Okay. 

JT: Yes. 


