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Oral History of Jim Toteff, Jr.

JT:I don'towntheland,butl sellthefishto thecompanysoyeahyoucanbuild.
AG: Great!Sothisisall Icicleproperty huh?

JT:Yeahputwhenl builtit, it wasownedby amannamedAlanBeardsleyandbeforehe boughtit
| wasapartownerin LarserBay.

AG: Oh. Okay,greatWell,| e stastfeom the beginnindbeforewegetaheadf ourselvebecause
thisisallgreatstuff. | startedecordingThisis Anjuli GranthamlI'm herewith JimToteff. It isJune
13,2015andwearesittingatJim'splacein LarserBay.Thisrecordings partof the WestSide
Storiegroject.Jim,couldyoumaybebeginwith abasidntroduction?ournamewherey o u 6 r e
from, yourbirth date andsomeinformationaboutyourfamily?

JT:My nameis JimToteff, Jr. Bornin 1948 .My fatherwasafishermarandhisfatherwasa
fishermanSow e étdrtbutattheverybeginningMy grandfathewasbornin 1892in Bulgaria.
Whenhewasfourteenyearold hisdadput him on aboatfor AmericaWa s averygoodtimeto
bein BulgarisbecauséherewasBalkanwarsthatwerejustgonnahapperanydaythen.Sohe
landedn BaltimoreMarylandTook him two yeargo makeit to the westcoastHe wentto work at
aloggingcampin about1906 After threeor four yearof doingthis,hemeta
commercidaishermarandhe startedjilinettingon the ColumbiaRiverin about1914 World Warl
camealong He enlistedn thearmyandwhenthe warwasoverhewasgrantectitizenshipGrandpa
wentbackto fishing,marriedmy grandman 1920 boughtahouseon the ColumbiaRiverin alittle
town calledKalamalt's wherel still live.My fatherwasbornin 6 2abdhebegargillnettingn his
latehighschoolyearsMy grandfathehadafish trap on the ColumbiaRiverandtheywereoutlawed
in about1934andsohejustgillnettedafterthat. To supplementisincome my fathercameto
Kodiaklslandto purseseineasacrewmarin 1944andhetold methathelearnechownotto doit
thisyear The guyhewaswith wasnot averygoodfishermanHe stayechomeayearandthe
followingyearwith helpfrom my grandfathehe built abrandnewseinerfor Kodiakcalledhe
Theresain 1946 And hefishedthe Theresauntil 1957andduringthistime hefishedfor Alaska
Packerg\ssociatiomndhewasthefirst purseseinetthatAlaskaPackergverhired.Priorto 6 4l ,
theirfishwerepurchasefrom theirownfishtraps.Okay.Dad hadasecondseineibuiltin 6 517 .
wasaHansenwvoodboat.lt wasnamedhe NewTheresAnd myfirst yearseiningvasl963asa
halfsharedeckhanéndl crewedwvith my fatheruntil [the MarineCorpsin 6 6. L970jwasthefirst
year wasa captairof aboat.Ilt wasanold woodernpieceof crapandwelostheronthemaiden
voyagaip the middleof ShelikofStraitandl, alongwith mythreecrewmerthat| had,oweour lives
to the CoasiGuard. Wewerepickedup by helicopteout in themiddleof Shelikofon our wayto
Capegvak.Sothatwasmyfirst year.TheveryfollowingyearAlaskaPackersuilt threebrandnew
fiberglasseinerandtheyofferedmeoneof themif | wantedo fishit for themwhich punkkid
with abrandnewstateof-the-art seineiin Kodiak | jumpedatthe chancéecausafterwelostthe
boatin Shelikof] leasednotheboatfrom AlaskaPackerandout of theforty-somefishermen
thatAlaskaPacker$iad,l think wefinishedup aboutnumbentwelveor thirteenon thelist. Sowe
did extremelyvellin the shortwhilethatwefished| fishedthe Pintai[the boatAPA built for me]
until mywife andl built our first seinethatwe ownedin 1977 Wasnamedhe RhaaJeAnnelt
wasaHanserboat.Thirty-ninefoot. Wehadour secondseineibuiltin 1987 Excusaneg 1988 It
wasa Le Clercqforty-eightfooter,andthefollowingyeamwe hadanotherseinebuilt. All of them
namedRhoddeAnne



AG: Theresomanypossiblalirections

‘ thatwecouldtakethis.Sol'm struckby
thefactthatyourgrandfathestarted
gillnettinglOlyearsago.Soyourfamily's
beenengaged commercialishingfor
L) thatlong.For youwasthereanyquestion
aboutwhatcareeyouwouldchoose?

v JT:None.(laughteFishermaror bum.
Nothingin between.

AG: Andit'saverysmalline sometimes,
huh?

JT:Whenl wasajuniorin highschooll
wasfull-time gillnettingon the Columbia
Riverwhichmeant missedanawfullot
of school And thelittle town of Kalama,
theschoolhouséacegheriverandthe
kidswouldallsayo T h goesdim
driftingdownther i v andthet@achers,
oneof themin particularshegaveme
zerosButthetruth of thematterwas
whenl wasaseniorin highschooll was
makingmoremoneyillnettingthanwhat
theteachersveremakingieaching
schoolput | wasblessedvith somevery
goodteachers the professiorthat
[camebeforeme.

AG: You saidyourgrandfathehadafish
trapon the ColumbiaDid thosefish
trapsdiffer from the onesthatwerein
operationn Alaska?

JT:Reallynot. T h e yréttyreuchthe samelt wasapiledriventrap.

Jim Toteff,Jr. at the LarsenBay canrery, P-1000-7-705.

AG: And youmustremembeseeindishtrapsin operatiorup here?

JT;No, fishtrapswentout with statehoodndl cameo LarserBayeverysummemwith my mother
afterl wasbornin 6 4Beryspringl wouldcomeup until | startedschool Sotherewasfive years
thatl cameup andspentthesummersndl canvaguelyememberprobablywhenl wasfive years
old, of goingout with my dadandthe superintenderdf the cannenhereon theirpleasuréoat.|
remembewewentoverto SpiridonBayto checkthetrap,butl reallycan'tremember.

AG: How wasit thatyourfathertransitionedrom beingagillnetterto aseiner?

JT:Gillnettingbackin thed 4 d@h the ColumbiaRiverwasn'wveryprofitable Therunshadbeen
beaterdown,overfishingMany,manycausedyut hemetamanthatwasagillnetterthatalsofished
Kodiak,Alaskaandhe pointedhim towardanothemanandthat'show dadgot hisfirst job. And
hesawthatit wasn'thatdifficult andpresto.

AG:[ é How did hegetconnectedhenwiththe APA?



JT:Well,becausbe hadabrandnewboatandAPA neededishermanHe fishedoneyearfor
anothercannenandl don'tknow,| thinkit wasout of Carmelwhichisin HalibutBay.Thereused
to beacanneryhereandl'm notreallysurel knowthat[ é thesecond/earthoughhefishedfor
APA.

AG: Wasthisthefirst timethen,yousaidit wasd 4tBatyourdadmadet up hereor thatwasthe
yearyouwereborn?

JT:That'stheyean wasborn,but myfatherstartedseininghisownboatin 6 4 6 .
AG: Okay.

JT:And | don'tthink hesoldhisfishthatyearto APA.1 think it wasthe nextyearSo6 4d64.0ne
of thosetwo yearsvouldhavebeenhisfirst yearsellingo APA.

AG: How wouldyoucomeup everysummemhenyouwerejusta childwith yourmotheraVould
youfly or whatwasthatjournelike for you?

JT:Weflewandl remembermrobablythetimewhenl waseitherfour or five,| canremembethe
plane Singleesngineon eactsidel think.DC-6 | think maybeheycallthem.Think theyheldabout
thirty, forty people And thenafterl startedschooll nevercameup agairuntil 1963 andthatyean
think weflew on a Connie afour-engineprop plane andit wasn'iongatfterthat,I'm gonnasay
1965 think theyhadjet serviceBoythatwasspecial.

AG: Whatdo youremembeaboutbeforeyoustartedschoolandspendindimein LarserBay Do
youhavemanymemories?

JT:Yeah) do.[ é Thepopulatiorof LarserBaywasmuchlargetbackthenandKarluk,also A lot
of localpeopleworkedin the cannerybut therewasseveraboysandgirlsmy age BobbyCarlson|
remembehim,andHermanCarlsonl remembeChatie AgaandJimmyMcCormickandoh there
wasjustalot of colorfulpeople And thenoneof the otherseinersirvine Taylor,hadtwo boys,
BruceandE.J.Theycameup sowepalledaroundButit wasjustafun timein ayoungk i tifé s

AG: Couldyoudescribéhe homethatyoustayedn?

JT:It wasoneroom. Probablysixteerby twentybuildingmaybenot thatbig,butit hada
bathrooml remembethe sewesystenwassimplythe pipecameout of thetoiletandaimed
towardthe ocearanddowntowardthelittle watemmarkis whereeverythinggndedup. Not up to

t o d standaslddadacoalstove| remembendadacoalbin andyouput somekindlingand
paperandsomekerosenandput somecoalon top of it. | remembetherewasabig saltwater
marshustbehindour little houseandit hadsticklebackn it. T h e Y¥itile fish aboutthreeor four
inchedong.And | hadhip boots Imagineafour or five yearold kid with brandnewhip boots.|
washappyandwe'dcatchsticklebackNot verymany Theywereprettyfast.Lot of fun memories.

AG: Wasyou dadableto makeit homemostevenings?
JT:No. RarelyHe'dbehomeonceeverycoupleweekgor adayor so.
AG: Werethereotherfamiliegshatcameup to stayatthe cannerypverthe courseof the summer?

JT:Therewastwo otherfamiliesSnookTaylorandlrvine Taylor.Irvine Taylorstayedn whatis
now calledhe SpideHouse]...] justacrosgrom my cabinandSnooKTaylorlivedin thelittle cabin
right nextto us.So wewerenextdoorneighborsAnd Snookhadthreechildren] é Pnewasthe
sameageasmeandtwo othersthatwereyounger| é Jowehadplaymates.



AG: And | knowI'm askingrom atimewhenyouweresuchasmallichild,but| knowthatthe APA
reallyhadn'thada purseseinéfleetfor thatlongatthatpoint. Wasthefleetdecensizedat this point
or whatwasthefleetlike?Do you know?

JT:It grewrapidly but atthattimel don'tthink therewasovermaybdawentyboatsfishingfor
APA,but[ € ihtheearlysixtiesvhenl starteccrewingherewasl knowcloseto forty boatsthat
fishedfor APA. Probablyeightypercenbf themwerecompanywnedboatsor the biggesportion
wascompanywned put someof the boatswereprivatelyownedlike my father's SnookandIrvine
Taylor.

AG: Socouldyou maybedescribehe advantager disadvantagef beinganindependenfishermen
like yourfatherwasversushavingacompanyboat?

JT:Well,if youranacompanyoatyouhadto paya bigleaseprobablyfifteen,twentypercent)'d
guesslf youownedyourownboatyou[ € Radto buytheboat,theupkeeptheinsurancandall
thatgoesalongwith owningaboat][ é Therunsweren'tallthatbigbackthenandfishwerecheap.
Therewasn'talot of moneybeingmadeWell,I guesst wasto them,butin our standardsvly
father'dirst boat,the Theresg shewasbuiltin 1946 costfive thousandiollarsAnd atthattimea
seineskiff consisteaf basicallyadorywith oars He saidthe nextyearhissecond/earhegota
five-horseJohnsoroutboardandtheywerewalkngin tall cotton.Fromtherehewentto atwenty
horseoutboardandthenthe powerskiffsandtherestis history.Theypulledtheir netsin by hand.

AG: Do youremembewhenpeopl€first startedusingthe block?

JT:Well,myfist yearcrewng, 1963 wehada powerblockandl think my fatherhadonly hadit for
maybewo yearsTheywerejustinvented[ € Theypulledtheirnetin by handbeforethatandit
waslaborintensiveBut netsweresmallerStrongemenwerehired.Differenttime.

AG: Largercrews?

JT:Muscular.

AG: That'sstill the samenumberof peoplehuh?
JT:Yep.

AG: Wow.[ é $owasit becausgouwereindependenfishermerthatyourfamilywasableto
comeup thenandlivein LarserBayduringthesummer?

JT:My fatherwasaverygoodfishermanNot braggingbut he caughimorefishthanmostof the
fishermensothereforenhisabilitiesverein demandJustike manyotherfishermerthatwerebetter
fisherment h e gobnebein demandandt h e gobnege someperksJikeahouseo livein,
maybdreefuel maybeanairplandicket.But on the othersideof the coinyouhaveto deliveryour
fishto thisonecompanyandyouweren'igettingpaidverymuch,andl don'tknowwhatthe
companiesveremaking Anyhow the betterfisherma got perks.

AG: | seeandweremostof the seinersrom Washingtoror weretheylocalseinershatyou
remember?

JT:Therewasseveraseinergrom LarserBayandKarluk.
AG: Whowerethey?



JT:Well,therewasCharlehristianserHe livedin
both KarlukandLarserBay.He wasa postmastefor
awhileandl think heranthestorein Karlukfor awhile,
buthewasaverygoodseinerAnd therewasJimmy
McCormickirom herein LarserBay.He hadthe boat,
theHonkemwhichwasalLarserBayAPA boat.There
was| é FredKatelnikoff,c a nethémbethe nameof
hisboat.EddiePaakkenerewasarealcolorful
setnettefrom acrosshe bayoverhere He wasafunny
guy.And there'ssthersetnetterbierein thebay.Jake
AgaandJakd_aktonenCharlieandAlbertaAgathat
livednextdoorrightoverhere He hadalittle jitney
seinerlt wasafamilyoperationhissonandacouple
daughterandwife,but Charliehadwhatwe calledhe
rechall. Whenl cameupi n thée Jisopenedt. And
whattherechallwasabuildingprobablyfifty feetlong
or forty feetlongandtwentyfeetwidewith apooltable,
andajukebox,andabedsheebn thewallfor movies.
Coupletimesaweekduringthe summeme'dhave
movieson arealprojectorandwhentherewasno movie
! hehadBingo.And everythingvasgoodunlesshis
EddiePaakkanerP-779-14-15. generatoranout of gasolineThenthelightswentout.
Thingswereprettyprimitivebut alot of fun. Charlie
couldplaytheaccordiorandhe only hadfour fingerson onehand but he couldmakethat
accordiorplay.And he'soneof thereasonshat! took up playingheaccordion.

AG: Whatagreatinstrumentbytheway.l spentsometime,not alot of time,in Argentinaandl
lovetheuseof theaccordiornn thetangol tsdgseatSowastheresomethinghatmadeAPA
boatsdistinctivein theirappearance?

JT:TheywereblackandorangeDifferentcompaniesaddifferentcolorboats APA, blackand
orangeTherewerewhattheycalledhe Kadakboats Theywereredandblack.TherewasUganik
boatsthatweregreenl! think greerandblack.TherewasaP a r bodifiom up Uyak.There'sa

P a r Gadnerwp UyakBayhereandtheywerewhite.You knewby the colorwhoit was.

AG: And wastheresamesortof namingconventiorthat APA boatsfollowed,too?
JT:Theyweremostlynamedafterbirds.The Albatras ArcticTen HonkerParakeet.
AG: Oh, | remembehearingaboutthe Flamingo

JT:[ é Theflamingowasn'anAPA boat.

AG: Okay. It justhappensgo beabird.

JT:It justhappenedo be[ é Thefiberglaskoatthat APA built for mewasthe Pintailandthat
yearthetwo otherboatstheybuilt werethe Eidetandthe Mergans@harlieCh r i s t hoatwh® e n 6 s
| mentioneckarlierwasthe Spig whichis the samebird asthe Pintailjustdifferentnamefor the
samecritter.

AG: Whoownedthegear?



JT:I can'tanswethat.l would
betAPA.| betAPA owned
everythingNow mindyouthis
wasbeforepermitssoanybody
couldfishthatwasableto runa
boat.

AG: Becauséd seemshat
sometimethatrelationships
characterizeaskind of likean
overlordto underlingsn which

| youknowthecannerpwned
everythingWasthatthe senset
thetime?lt wassomesortof
injusticeor did peopleeven
think aboutit?

JT:I don'treallythink they
thoughtit wasaninjusticeA lot
of thecompanyishermenph
theyweremillworkersrom downsouth therewerelaborersor hadoff-seasonmvork, just
somethingheycouldsupplementheirincomeBristolBay,| thinkin theearlydaysmighthave
beenalittle different,but herein Kodiak,| don'tthink therewasanyanimosityl'm suretherewas
overthe priceof fish overthe courseof theyeas, but that'sstill the casdoday.

AG: Definitely[ é \Wastheappearancef the cannerncomparedo now muchdifferent?

L0
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LarsenBay Seafoodsignnearmugup line, P-1001-1-22.

JT:No. Changederylittle. Thecarpentes h o glitiebiggerthanit useto be. The springhouse
wherethe Japaneseggpeopleworkedis the sameasit wasthen.Thelittle housethatmeandmom
stayedn beforel startedschoolis still there Dexter[Lorance]our cannerjoremanhelivesthere.
The spiderthouseoverherewherelrvine Taylorlived,i tstill $here. Thevillagebackin thed 6 \WWas
differentbecausé wasallthe old village The newhouseslidn'tgetbuilt until, | mightsaythelate
70swouldbe my guessTherewasno airstripuntil I'm gonnasayd 7 S8a@netiménthed 7 BRA.
soldto the [Koniag]NativeCorporationin [ € I] dgonnasaythreed 7 &3P é?7|0Oneof those
yearsightin there,andthe Nativecorporatiorownedit until it waspurchaseh [1980Joy myself
andaboutfifteenotherfishermenGaryWigginsywhowasa superintendenbetweerusfishernen
andGary,wehadforty-ninepercenbf the cannerpr roughlymy sharevastwo percentaindthe
otherhalfwasownedby acompanycalledUniSeaacrabcompanyrom out westandweoperated
thecannery 83618[2¢é d 88383 8bd[ € jlstbeforethed 8s€asomvesoldit to AlanBeardsley,
agrocerystoreownerfrom Kodiak.And | hit it off goodwith Alanfrom theverystartandAlan
ownedthe companyoutrightuntil hesoldto IcicleSeafoodabouteightyearsago.

AG: Whatdid youcallthecanneryhenyouownedit?
JT:Wecalledt LarserBaySeafoodincorporated.
AG: And whatdid the Nativecorporatiorcallit?

JT:Kissy.K-I-S 1. KodiaklslandSeafood#ncorporatedThat'swhatthe Nativeshadandthenwe
wereLarserBaySeafoodandAlanBeardleynamedt Kodiak SalmorPackers.



TheAPAS purseseinefleetonthemarinewaysin LarsenBay, P-779-14-14.

AG: And whatwasit calledvhenthe APA ownedit?
JT:APA [AlaskaPackerg\ssociation]

AG: JustAPA, yeahLarserBay.l, for thefirst time,reently cameacrosthe DiamondK[S].
Beforel didn'tknowé ¢ a yowskeow,l knewabouthow everycanneryasrelatedo thisdiamond
sign,but| waslookingthroughsomearchivadocumerg It saidLarserBayDiamondK[S] andl
waslike,0 T h wehavel t . 0

[ é]

AG:[ é Now wehavethatkind of chronologybut maybewvecanbacktrackto 1963 yourfirst
seasofiishingup here.

JT:1 wasahalfsharedeckhand.

AG: How old wereyou?

JT:ProbablyfourteenL e se@fsurteenfifteen.| wasbornin Januar6 4FRfteen, guess.
AG: And whichboatwasthatandwho wereyoufishingwith?

JT:1 wasfishingwith my dadon the NewT heresthirty-eightfoot HanserwoodseinerAnd that
wasthefirsttimel everwentin abar,1963theyearbeforethe earthquie. Wewerein Kodiak.
We Meknfishingon theeastsideoverin UgakBayandwe cometo Kodiakandthe guyssaid,

0 C o omedJimWe dgommagoupt o wandwewentto the B&B. Fifteenyearold, | walkedn
with therestof the guysandclimbedup on abarstoolandthe bartendesays,;Whatdo youhave
theres o n rnagdPsaid," Beer."(laughteYep.It wasadifferenttime.



AG: Wouldyoudeliverallthewayoverhere?

JT:TendersTheywouldsendtiendersll aroundtheisland Thebesttenderthat APA hadatthat
timewasthe Ptarmigahigwooderboat.| think it wasanold sardineseinerl think | madefifteen
hundredoucksthatyear.

AG: Not bad.

JT:Now thenthenextyear,1964] didn'tcometo Alaskabecauséd startedyilinettingon the
ColumbiaRiver.Nineteersixtyfour wasthe lastyearthatthe gillnetseasomanJuneandJulyand
partof Auguston the ColumbiaRiver.After thatit wasshutdown.Sol stayd homeandgillnetted.
Thenthefollowingyear1965wasmyfirst yearasfull sharel wasskiffmanandit wasadecent
seasorn. knowl wenthomeafterthe 1965season;m gonnabeajuniorin highschoolwhenl got
home boughtabrandnew1965Mustarmy, four on the floor, 289four speedGod thatcarwas
sweetl remembefriendsof mine,| lived in alittle bitty town,andl wasbroughtup different.|
mean) knowdadalways$aughtyouneverbuyanythingyousaveup for it until youcanaffordit,
thenyoubuyit. Youdon'tgoborrowing And oneof myfriendsaskedp We llbétyouthe
paymentsn thatthingareprettyh i gamdl l@okedathim kind of funny[ é,] says,There'sno
paymentd. t paidfor." Twentyeighthundreddollarsprandspankingnew.Wishl still hadit. Then
thefollowingyear1966 wasa prettygoodyear.Thatwasthe mostfish thatl'd evercaughtandwe
fishedRedRiver,wefishedsomeof Karluk,wefishedall over.196 7wasanextremelyooryear.
Wecameup andfished redsin Juneandl remembewe hadaboutseventeethousandedswhich
wasthebiggestluneseasothatwe'deverhad. Thenweuseto gohomefor the Fourth of Julyand
comebackup for humpiesWellthatyear,1967 the humpyseasomeveropenedTher'dbeena
badwinteror somethingFishandGamejustd i dopebit. [ € KukakBaydid openandRedRiver
did openin lateAugustI'm gonnasaythetwentiethof Augustor somethindike thatandour boats
werein thewater sowehadto comebackup andwewentto RedRiverandtherewasnothing.We
wentto Kukakandl think wegotaboutahalfaloadof dogsandthatwasthe endof thatyear.

AGL I'm wonderinghecausé's acoupleof yearsafterthed éedrthquakandtsunamidid yousee
anychangesvithin eitherthefisheryor thelandscap&om whenyouwereherein 6 6aBdwhenyou
returnedn6 6 5 ?

JT:Well,thecity of Kodiakdramaticallpecauséhetown hadbeendevastatedndit wasbeing
rebuilt.Asfar asLarserBay,no. Probabljustthe city of Kodiak.The newboatharbor.

AG: And thefishingseemed@boutthe same?

JT:Yes.| don'tthink the earthquakaffectedhe fish. Whenwasit, MarchProbablythelittle
smoltswerecrawlingout of the gravehllreadyr aboutthen.

AG: Yeahtheonlythingthatl canthink of isthe subsidencenpactingheriversystems.

JT:No, | knowthatsomepartsof theislandsunk.l think otherpartsraisedbut no,| don'tknow of
anyeffectgo thefishing.

AG: Whowassuperintenderduthere[ éihtheearlyd 6 0 s ?

JT:Well,letmeseeWhenl wasakid, like beforel startedschool] think the superintenderjt é ]
namewasVernHelicor.l knowhewasafriendof myf a t hAadith@rghe superintendenh 1963
mighthavebeenGaryWigginsd 66351tn,gonnasayis GaryWigginsAndin 1970amannamed
WaynéNoodswasbroughtup from CaliforniaSeeAPA, the parentcompanyCaliforniaPacking
CompanyDelMonte sentoneof theirmenfrom thevegetabldivisionup to runthiscannery] é ]
He knewnothingaboutsalmorandl remembegoingto the mesdallonedayandtheywere



cookingredsalmorand
WayneNoods hereisthe
newbosshe'sgoing
throughthe chowlineand
heaskedhecook," Well
howdo youtell the
differencebetweera, likea
redsalmorandaking
salmon?&andtheretort
was," How doyoutellthe
differenceébetweerastring
beanandacarrot?'(laughter
T h athe@aspetruth.
WaynéNoodswasonly
herefor oneor two yearsl
think one,andhewas
replacedby the cannery

LarsenBaycannerymesshall, summer2015,P-1000-7-692. foremanwhowasBob

Gorton.And Bob Gorton

washerefor severayearsl think duringthetimethatthe Nativecorporatiorownedit. | think they
replacedob Gorton afterafewyearsandl think Bobwentto southeasAnd | like Bob,he'sa
niceguy,andhe marriedoneof thelocalgirlsfrom LarserBay,oneof JimmyMcCormick's
daughterandl think theystill livein southeasifTommyJohnsonhe'llprobablyknowmoreabout
thatthanl! do.

AG: Great.I'm curiousabait the setup of the canneryWWhenyouwerehere[ € Wasit atimewhen
it wasstill segregated?

=

JT:YoumearnliketheFilipinobunkhousendChinatown?¥ eah therewasalot of Filipinosearly
on, butnowwhenl starteccrewingn 6 6tlBefishermerall stayedn thebunkhouseandatthat
timewe stayedn whatwe calledChinatownlt's the buildingjustoverhereon this sideof the
canneryandit wasbasicallfColumbiaRiverfishermerthatstayedlownstairsn Chinatown
bunkhous&ndit wasSeattlealot of Tarabochig stayedipstairgMike,JackDominickandalot
more]

AG: Tarabochia?

JT:/Terabosha/.Someof themcallit /Taraboshia/,someof themcallthemselveSaraboochi/
andsomeTarabochifthe mostcommon] It's all spelledhe same.

AG: Arethose?

JT:Seiners.

AG: Oh okay.

JT:They'refishermerfrom PugetSound.
AG: Oh okay.

JT:It's aprettycommonnamein Slavonian.
AG: Oh | seeSoit'safamilyname?
JT:Yeah.



AG: Okay.Okay.

JT:Yep.TherewasMike andtherewasJackandtherewasDominicandtherewasalot of
Terabochias

AG: And wheredid the Asiansstay?

JT:Therewasno selecAsiangroupatthattime.l think it wasamix andtheystayedn the
bunkhouserextto the cookhousén thatarea.

AG:[ é\Vasallthefoodthesame® C a Ikksow/in somecannerietherewasactuallyvhitemess
halls Nativemesdsalls Filipinomesdalls.

JT:It wasallthesamebutno,in 6 6aBenwewerelivingin Chinatownthatusedo betheold
Chinesdédunkhousendtheyhadtheirownkitchenandtherewasstill someof the leftoverpotsand
kettlesor woksor whatevetheycookedwith. It wasyouknow,justremnantsUseto scrounge
aroundfor artifactsandl think I've gotoneopiumbottlethatl found.l taditte vile.

AG: How did theygetmostof the canneryorkersatthatpointandevenfishermen®Mow did
APAdoitsrecruiting?

JT:I1 don'tknow.As far ascannerworkersgherewasanawfullot of thewomenfrom Karlukthat
wouldcomedownandspendhe summerTherewassomefrom Kodiak.A lot of local,andasfar
astheseinerstherewasprobablymorepeoplewvantingto run aboatthantherewereboatsavailable,
andmaybeasa crewmarshowednoreability,he mightbegiventhereins.

AG: It seemshatthere'salot of connectiorbetweerLarserBayandKarluk.ls it thatmostLarsen
Baypeopleoriginatedn Karluk?ls thatthe caseor whatdo youthink?6 C a Iikksoe/thatbefore,
that'swhereallthe canningook placeat Karlukandeverythingl meanthatwasthe centerof the
fishingworldfor solong.

JT:Karlukatonetimewasabig villageandyouknowthereweresevercannerieat Karluk[in the
late1800s]Whenl starteccrewingthatwasbeforethe newhousesverebuilt at Karluk,butthe
churchwasstill keptup andtheyattendedthe church It waskind of fun becauséheriverwas
differentbackthen,alot of erosiomnow andthe mouthwasdifferentthen But sometimesatnight,
weseinersw e gadn theriverandw e godip andtie up. And theyhadarechall,too,andl could
remembefourteenfifteen,sixteernyearold goingup andwatchingnoviesandkind of tryingto
snealaglanceor afavorfrom oneof thelocalgirls.And theywerehappyto seenewpeople
becaus&arlukwassoisolatedhat! meananytimeaboafti . Whenwe'dgoon theriver,thelittle
kidswouldjustcomingflocking.l mearthey[ € Wwerejustabunchof kidsandthey'dcomedown
andgeton theboatanddadwouldgivethema candybar,andjustimaginghesepeopleareisolated
andprobablyalot of thekidshadneverbeenawayfrom Karluk everandsoherecomethesenew
peoplewith fancyboats.

[ é]
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Karluk beachseiners.

AG: SowhenyouwouldvisitKarlukwhenyouwereyoungerdid it still haveall the built up
cannenstructuresindall that?

JT: It hadsome On the Spittherewereseverabuildingswarehouse3herewasa storeanda post
office[ é.Therewasacouplehousedo theleft of the Spit butthe mainvillagewvasacrosghe
river,andsoacrosgrom the Spit acrosgheriver,therewasabridge asuspensiobridgeandthat's
wheremostof the peopldived.Theremusthavebeentwenty thirty familiesOneof thefirst
crewmarthatl hiredwasHermanMa | u t HewadH&rhanJr.Hisdad HermanSr.,wasa
captairof thebeachseneoperationKarlukhadabeachseineoperatiorandit wasbasicallyhe
village There mighthavebeenadozenshar@olderdn it, andsotheyhadseveraskiffsandthey
hadanAPA boatnamedhe Auk. It wasn'taseinerlt wasjustkind of abigfunnylookingthing,
butHerman Sr.,heranthatandsohewouldpull the seineout from the beachandtow it backin
andthenthe skiffswouldtakeover.

AG: Andthiswasinthed 6 0 s ?

JT:Yes.

AG: Wouldthe APA tendergo downandpick up thefish?
JT:Yeah.

AG: Okay.

JT:Yes.
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