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Mush Bay’s location within Uganik Bay.



Oral History of JeanneShepherd

AG: Soit isJune20,2015andl amat MushBaywith Jeann&hepherdThisis Anjuli Grantham
andthisinterviewis for the WestSideStoriegroject.SoJeannd, e stadtfeom thebeginning.
Whenandwherewereyouborn?

JSBorn.l wasbornin Seattlen when? justturnedthe big 6-0,sol wasbornin 1955,
SeattleJanuarl7.Bornandrasedin Seattleandleft thereseveralimes but whenl left for
Kodiak,| left for good.

AG: And whenwasthat?

JSJune2,1978 andassoonasl arrivedin Kodiakl knewl washome.l nevemwentbackexcepto
visit.

AG: Sowhatsortof earlyexperiences life mighthaveinspiredyouto cometo Alaska®id you
haveanysortof connectiorbefore?

JSWell,my mostfun timesgrowingup wascamping € Wewentto Canaaalot, British
Columbiaandl livedfor beingoutin thewoods] é $eattlésakind of agreatplacel ttwWodours
awg from anythingthe Soundthe mountain®on eitherside CanadayYou couldbe somewhera
two hoursdoingsomethindun.

AG: And whatisit thatbroughtyouto Alaskahen?

JS1 cameo work for the summerbut my veryfirst dayl knewl wasn'tgoinghome.It wasvery
fun, wild, alittle bit crazy[ € Kodiakwascrazyin 1978 andl hadneverexperienceduchathing.
| wastwentythreeyearld andit was honestly| bettheonlyplacewellbeside$ike Dutch
Harborandotherplacesscrazythatyou couldwalkaroundandfind hundreddollarbillson the
ground.

AG: And didyou?

JS1 stilldon'tlook up whenl walk.l look down.Yes plenty Plenty] é But| dugclamsandsold
themfor fifty centsapound.My girlfriendandl wouldtakea skiff out to MiddleBay dig eight
hundredpoundscomein with four hundreddollarsandeachof usgottwo hundredoucksfor three
hoursof work. Deliveredhemto the canneryor particulaDungenesboats andyoucoulddo that
for somanydaysout of themonth. And cashwhereelsecouldyoudo somethindike that?Taking
weightdor boatsin thewintertime crabboats. Theyhandyouhundreddollarbillsfor doingthings
likethat.l don'tknow,it wasjustdifferent,youknow.It wasalittle bit towardghe endof thosebig
fisheriegshatmadeeverybodyvild andcrazyandmadeeverybodylot of money.

AG: Sowhatwasthisjob thatyoucameup for?
JSOh justworkingin acanneryCanneryob.
AG: And did youdo that?

JS1 did.l hadabrandnewVolkswagerampein 1977andl cameup hereto getit paidoff, and
instead| turnedaroundandwentdownandgotit andbroughtit backup hereandlivedout of it,
andshortlyafterwards tradedt for afishingboat.[On myfirst dayin Kodiakl gotaflattireand
crackedvindshieldl knewmynewvanwasdoomed.]

AG: Whichcanneryid youwork at?
JSPacificPearl.



AG: And whatwasyourexperiencéhatsummer?

JS1 decidedhatworkingin the canneryvasnot for meandthatfishingsoundedlot morefun,
beingout, gettingout, sol did. And thatjustbroughtmefurtheraroundKodiaklIslandand
everyplacalittle bit furtherthatl wentthe morebeautifuit was.'d heardaboutUganikBayand
PackeSpit,crazyPackeSpt, andwhenl turnedthe cornerout thereatthe Spitandlookedin, it
wasparadisd. meanjt wasparadiselhenl ranacrosghishouseandl knewof MaryJacobsd.
didn'treallyknowher. | foundthislittle househerecompletelyabandonedndkind of abigmess.
Wewerefishinghalibutatthe timeandhalibutwastwo weekon andtwo weekoff, sowefished
thetwo weeksandthenleft, deliveredhe fish andcamebackout herefor our two weekff. There
wasasmokethere[ é thegardensvereallunattendedthe front doorwasn'tevenclosedThe
shopdoor,thatwaslike atrifold door,wasblownoff andonthebeach[ € I} hadavery
abandoneéeel,so[ é Wweputthegillnetoutandcaughsomesalmorandhungthemin the
smokerandl putteredaraundin thegardenWedidn'tlive on shore Welivedon theboatandl
putteredn thegardenBut onedayl pickedabunchof rhubarbthatwasall big flowerstalksand
wentin the kitchenandbakedarhubarbcrisptryingto clearup the rhubarbpatch.Shortly afterthat
whenl cameo shoreto checkthe smokerMarypulledin right behindmein the skiff andterrified
me.And anywayvevisitedfor aminute.l mean] felt likel wasaburglaror somethingAnd here
I've got smokecomingout of hersmokerandl invitedherin for arhubarbcrispto herownhouse.
And shewasdelightechndshesaidshewasgladthatsomebodyvasherekeepinganeyeon the
placeandyesshewouldlove somecrisp.Shecameonin, into herownhouseandshesaid,o O lby
theway, tadvsa i |SetHatiseowbendedup here.

AG: Whatyeamwasthat?
JSThatwa$ 8l0novedoutherein April of 6 8[1é ]
AG: Whoaresomeof thefirst peoplethatyoumetwhenyou'rein town?

JSPamSuppeYouknowPam?StigYngvy?’eahPamingvy[ € Ve palledaroundalot andJane
WilliamsandWendyBeck Werdy up therein Villagelslands[ é ]

AG: Whatdid youknowaboutthe characteof peoplen Kodiakatthattime?

JSPrettymucheverybodyhatl knewlivedin aboator atraileror apickup truck.l didn‘tknow
anybodythathadahouseYoudon'thaveto writethisdown,but I'd brushmyteethatthe BNB
Barin themorningandhaveacupof coffee[ é Jincewealldidn'treallyhaveahomeor aliving
roomto congrgatein wecongregatbatthe B&B Bar[ € Everybodywasalittle bitindependent,
alittle differentWedidn'twork nineto fiveand[ € Wwewereopportunist§ ¢ jlistlookedfor
opportunitiesAnd alot of usfishedwhichwasprettyexciting.

AG: Tellmeaboutthatfirst fishingjob?

JSWell,[ é lJwasraisedo worknineto five sol felt[ é fhaybealittle unsettlechereto begin
with like I'm not suppose to bedoingthis. Thisis fun andl'm supposedo beworkingfor aliving.
My first fishingtrip, | e de@V¢hatwasthefirst oneMy first fishingkind of adventurewerethe
clamdiggingand[ é thenwewerehalibutfishingandseemsike everyfishingtrip | wentonwe
camebackprobablyowingmoremoneythanwe madefishingbecauseve'dbreakdownandget
towedor somelittle disastewouldhappenJanendl, JanéNilliamswefishedhalibutout of a
skiff for alot of thosetwo weekson andoff fisherieandwedid okay Wedid prettygoodpulling
byhand[ é ]

AG: And yousaidyouboughtaboat?



JSTradedt for my Volkswagewgamper.
AG: And whatwasthisboat?

JSit wasJerryLakton@'sboatthathadbeensittingin the boatharbor.Ilt wascalledhe Auk, a
woodenforty-foot, built by the Navy.It wasactuallyagood,sturdyold boat,but it hadabroke
downenginelnsteadf havingput anewengindan it, wejustrebuiltthe enginghatwasin it and
weneverreallymadeanymoney[ € Ih themeantimel runacrossMushBayandl said[ é dee
youlaterto theboat,andl gotoff here And thenl hadalittle BristolBaydoubleenderanda
hundredDungenespots,sol fishedrighthere[in MushBay] Still fishedhalibut,still pulledby
hand.Well,thenwith thelittle doubleenderd hadhydraulics.

AG: Who'dyousellthecrabgo?

MushBay P-77650.

JS1 soldthecrabgo [ é §omecanneryn town.l don'tremembewhichone,butalsoto themess
hallatthe cannerylUganikcanneryAnd the Filipinosatthe endof the seasortheywouldbuyall
thatyoucouldgivethemfor takinghome,sol hadmy ownlittle marketoverthere.

AG: And sowhenyoukeepon sayingve,whoiswe?

JSOh | wasin thefishingboatwith two otherpeople.

[ €]

AG: And sowhatwasit to late6 7 Baslyp 8 Wmtwasit liketo beawomanin thefishingindustry
atthattimeWVasit uncommon®asit common?Veretherechallengeassociatedith that?

JSit wasprobablykind of the earlystagesMiaryfishedandhadherall femalecrew but mostly
therewasn'alot of womenfishing.And challengegeahthere'salwayshallenge¥.ou haveto
proveyourselfor one,sol think thatalwaysnakesvomenhardemworkersbecausgou'realways
tryingto proveyourselfsoyeah.



AG: Butyoufiguredit wasacareefor you?

JSForawhileYeahandthenl gillnettedsalmonjwith otherpeopleherein thebay,but[ é ]
honestlyneverwantedny ownpermit.l don'tknowwhy,but| didn't. Wasn'interestedbecausé
like doingthis, livingin MushBaywhichis moreof a subsistencifestylel meanyouhaveto come
up with somemoneyto getby, but | wouldratherhavelessmoneyandlive like thisbecausgou
knowyouwork allsummerandthenthe moneyyoumakeyouendup havingto goto the storeto
buyfood with whereif youjustareheregettingto putup yourownfoodi ,t h aher@wel
wantedo do.

AG: SoMarytellsyoui tfod saleandyou'reaneagebuyer.
JSWithoutanymoney.
AG: Sohowdid thattakeplace?

JSWell,l don't know.I justl gaveherlittle bitsof moneyatatime,andeventuallgotit. Shewasn't
inahurry.

AG: How longdid shehavethis placefor?

JSNineyearsThehousewasbuiltin 1922 andMargarePetersonn Anchorageherfather
[HalvdenSvery Danielson]eft Norwayat nineteeryearold, sailedall the wayaroundthe world
andendedup here.Thatsaysomethindo me,andsoheendedup hereandbuilt thisplaceHe
actudly built a placeoutsideof Ouzinkiefirst. And theyhadthreekids.All threeof themgot
diphtheriaTwo of themdiedand[my 95yearold friendin AnchorageMargaresurvivedShesaid
shewastoo orneryto die.[ € lJdon't knowhow longtheylivedoutsideof Ouzinkiel think
PinegpleCoveis wherehebuilt. Thentheymovedhereandhebuilt the salteryandthe house And
KatieRogersMargaret'snom,wellshewasKatie Danielsorwhenshelivedhere andshesayshey
put up four thousangink salmoradayin the saltery]|..] ShetellsmethisandthenMargaretvould
sg&/,0 O ho,shedidn'tdot h abttheémomalwaysaidthatshedid put up four thousandaday.
Therewasfour boatsthatfishedhereandit wasalsoin thetrapdaysthefishtrapdayssofour
seinergishedhereandtheylet him makethefirst setsirceit wasrightin front of hishouseAnd
shesaidtheysplitandsoakedr brinedfour thousandish adayandthenshewouldalsothenhave
topully e s t daurdh@musandut of the brineandsaltthem,andsothatwasatthe salteryight
overthere | havepicturesof it. And sothe housewasbuilt then.It didn'tlook likethis.And there
wasanothellittle houseout furtheranda smoketthatheldl guesslot of fish.[ é Theylivedhere
for twentyfive yearsaandthentheysoldthe placeto Deede's[Pearsonfatherandfamily,andthey
livedherefor twentyfive yearsSothatwould'vebeend 26 4obso.Did Deediesaywhenthey
movedout here?

AG: | thinkit waslike[ €§ 4384 9 .

JS{Yes] And thenJohnandMarycamealongl think actudly Bill Backusownedit for averyshort
time,andl don'tthinktheyeverreallylivedhere[ é butl don'tknowthatfor sure] é Andthen
JohnandMarywereherefor nineyearsBalikawasborn on thelivingroomfloor. And thenl came
along.JohnFinleyhadafarmin Montanasotheyendedup goingbackto thefarmfor atleastpart
of theyearandthencomingherein the summertimeButinitially,theylivedhereyearoundand
fished.

AG: Do youknowwhythefishingmarkeris on PackeSpit.Do youhaveanysensef whenit
becamehatthiswasoff limitsfor fishing?



JSWell,whenl first gotherethe markemwasatwhatwe callDagoCreekacrosshe wayand
MissionBeachwhichwasalsocalledSmithBeachwhenDeedidivedhere . Shelikescorrectme all
thetime.Thisishownamegietmixedup|[ € §omewheralongtheline.[ é Bythetimel gothere
wewerecallingit MissionBeach.Sothat'swherethe markersverewhenl first gothere but only
sometimesjot alwaysdid theyopenit up sofar.[é ] |.don'tknowhow manyfishtherewerein
thebayinthed 2 dbmparedo now,but asfarasl'm concernedight nowit shouldnot evenbe
openedat PackeSpitbecauswe'renot lettinganyfish goup theriver,thisriver.We OGpayag alot
of attenton to Karlukwhichwealwayslo, but nothingto hereandl meanl hadthegillnetagood
longwhilethe otherdayandl caughbnefishandthisisalmostiuly.Sol datittle concernedbout
ourfish.

AG: Is thatsomethindghatyou'veseerchangesignifcantlyovertheyears?

JSYeahWedon'thavealot of fishin here Lastyeamwe hardlyhadanypink salmorup theriver
andthentheriverfloodedin Septembesol'll betyounextyeamwedon'thaveanypink salmonn
theriver.[ é ]

[ é]
AG:[ é $otdl meaboutyourfirst coupleof yearouthere?

JSTheywerechallengingd. é Ilve keptajournaleversincel've livedhereand[ é rhyoldjournals
aremuchmoreinterestinghanthe newonesbecauseverythingvasa challengezverythingvas
veryrough The[biggestidesof theyearjusedo comein myhouse[ ¢é [JohnandMary]drilled
holesin thefloor to letthewaterout andput winecorksin them.Wellguessvherethe watercomes
in first,too?(chucKidhroughthe holesin thefloor. But anywaythe househasbeenjackedup three
feet,in themeaime,with newpiling,andit doesn'tomein anymoreandthat'sconvenientSoAl
andHazel Deedie'parentscameover.Theywerelivingin Villagelslandsvhenl movedout here
andtheycaméor Thanksgivinglinnerone ThanksgivingAnd theywereelderly[ é Theywerea
lot olderthanwewereandtheybroughttheir slippersalongsotheyputtheirslipperson, andjustas
theturkeywascomingout of the oventhetide startedccomingin. And sowe pickedup therugsand
Hazelsayso thinkI'll put mybootsbackonn o wandweall put our bootson andtherewasfour
of usherefor dinnerandLock Finleyhadalwaysarvedmealittle woodenboateverytime he'd
beenhere somywindowsillhad,l don'tknow,five little woodenboatson the windowsillSohewe
gotthewoodenlittle boatsout andsailedhemaroundon thelivingroomfloor afterwepickedthe
rugsup andHazelsaysp Gi methemo pand saido Whdpn'twewaittill thetidetu r nAn@ 6
sowedid andthenmoppedhefloor up andateturkeydinnerandit couldn'thavebeenmore
perfectcompanyto do thatwith becauséheyusedo live here,andnot thatthetide camen while
theylivedhere After thetidalwaveis whenthetide wouldcomein, well,at somepoint.| don't
reallyknowfor certainput youknowthatwasd 6Did. JohnandMarylive with thetide comingin
thehousefor thatlong?Hm, anywayl guessnaybeheydid, but theywerebraverthanme.l don't
know.It alreadyfeeldikey o uadh abeatathightidewhenyou'rein thekitchen Butthatwas
somethind wantedo tendto whenl first gotherewag|jackinghe houseup].

AG: How longdid it takeyouto jackup the structire?



JS] é Everything
thatl do hereis
salvagevork[ € The
reasorl cameherein
thefirst placel heard
thattherewasabarge
for saleandl knewl
couldneveraffordto
live remotelike this.

[ €T h e nattbas
manypiecesf land
anywayand! didn't
haveanymoney put it
would'vebeenahouse
boatandabargesol
cameo checkihe
bargeout andthat's
why| camehere
initially.And thebarge
didn'tfloat,andyeah,
thatwasgonnabea
toughone,but youknow
thenMary sayst's
availabl@andthatwasvery
conveniensothebargé

| forgotwherel wasgoing
with that.

AG: Salvaging.

JSOh. Sowetorethis
bargeapartfor lumberfor
jackingt up plusold trap
pilingswereoutin the
swampout therethatwere
in prettygoodshapestill.
- Theywereeightyfeetlong
- andwekind of squared

~ themup, cutthe edge®ff.

S h e p hheuseP@15MushBay.P-100608-126. | hadaboyfriendatthe

time[Dave whoml latermarriedoutitd i dtakélandheworkedoveratthecamery.Beaclgang
coulddo allthatkind of work. And sowerolledthoseout, floatedthemdownwith thetide. It took
wintersacoupleof yearsof preparatiomgettingmaterialseadyandthenoncewestarteconiit |
actuallyventgillnettingfor the summe andhedid it all by himselfhere |l do believeCoyotehelped
him standthefirst pilingup andtherestof 6 ehmdid himselfl think there'shirty-two pilings
underthere[ €] .




Pilingsunderthe houseP-10008-104.

And soyouhadto work with thetide assoonasthetide did not touchthefront row of piling
anymore] € You hadto jackthehouseup.l mearhejackedt up, jackedhewholethingup,and
cribbedit up with allthisbargdumberandlumbersalvagé&rom thecannery| é Thejackswere
likethistall. Threefeethighscrev jacksandall borrowedfrom the canneryandwhoeveihadoneto
loan,andl think he hadtwentytwo jacksunderthe houseandeverytimehe'dgetit up anotherinch
he'dslidemoreblockingin to cribit up andthenof coursehehadto work on it theweels thatthe
tidedidn'tcomeup underthe houseandsothatmeanthe hadto getamoveon andgetit done We
hadgoatsatthetime andthe goatsvereunderthe househelpinghim. He'dgetoneendof atimber
up andthe goatsvouldlike startworkingonit [ é [[hadagoatpen.l don'tknowwhyhewouldn't
stickthemin the pen,but helikedto getaggravatebthink. (chucKlg € [Jdon'tknowwhyhe
didn'tlock6 eup,butl havepicturesof him beingsoangryatgoatghatit wasjustalittle bit
humoraus.

AG: And soyourhousekind of wasteeterindgor awhile?

JSWellno, it wasalwaywerystablelt wasblockedup with cribbing;it wasn'goinganywhere.
Yeahjt wasquitethe projectandthenhegotallthepilingin. | meanyoujacksomethindike that
up,thehousas not thatbig, but youjackit up andl thoughtmaybehe doorsweren'tgonndfit.
Theyweregonnascrapen thefloor. | meantheyalreadylid scrapeon the floor, soactuallyhegot
it quiteleveledup sotheydidn'tscrapeon thefloor anymoreNo windowsbroke.l wouldthink
somethingnightgowrong,butitd i dIhwiemntquitewellandtide doesn'tomein anymore.

AG: And youcamen from theendof the seasoio haveafi ?



