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Oral History of Deedie Pearson
AG: Okayit isnowrecording.

DP: My nameis Geneneiv&earsorhetterknownasDeediePearsonl. cameo Kodiakin 1941on
the Denalirom Ketchikarwherel livedherefor two yearshavingmovedfrom Ketchikann 1939.
And it wasawonderfultrip acrosshe Gulf andthe Denaliis agreatbig steameatthattime. We
landedatthe dockthatusedo be KadiakFisheriedNow wewalkeddownthe beacho getto town
becaus#herewasn'tanytaxisor anything.

AG: How old wereyouwhenyouwhenyouarrivedin Kodiak?
DP: I wasseven.
AG: And whatbroughtyourfamilyhere?

DP:Myd a dob. sNorkedfor Territoryof Alaska.He wasin theemploymenbffice. Thattime
Kodiakwasfull of activityeventhoughthewarhadn'tstartedLots of servicemeandlots of
workersworkingon the Baseandaveryinterestingown.

AG: And whodid youcomewith atthatpoint?
DP: My family.
AG: Whowasin yourfamily?

DP: Severof uskids,but two of themhadalready
graduatedfom highschoolsostayedn Ketchikan.
And my siste, Viola mybrother,Bud Owen,wewere
allOwensatthattime,of courseandmyselfmy sister,
HazelandmyyoungesbrotherFred.

AG: Couldyoutell meagairwhatyearwasthatthat
youarrivedin Kodiak?

DP:1941.
AG:1941.
DP:Junel941.

| AG: And whatdid youdo whenyouarrivedin town?
Did youenrollin school?

DP: Thiswasin Juneandmy momhadto find aplace
to live.Findingaplaceto live in Kodiakwasdifficult
thenbecauséherewassomuchactivityhereandshe

Al andHazelowen.P-77677. foundawomanwhowaswillingto letusstayin her
housefor acoupleof weeksvhileshewentto Ouzinkie It wasaninterestingiouselt hadapath,l
think wehadapumpfor waterl &nmt sureweevenhadrunningwaterWed i dhav@rtinning
water| Osnre.Sleptonthefloor.

AG: Wherewasthishouse?

DP: Down to whereaboutthe KEA building istoday And at nightwhenweweretryingto sleep
thelittle micewouldberunningaroundthe houseandmomsaid(chucKigd | fix thém. | @étred
p e p pSoshepotredpeppenrllaroundandnextnighttheywererunningaroundandthey
sneezed/ot.




AG: (chuckig h areadlykinny.

DP: And thenshesawsomeonenovingout of ahouseoverby | é the GeorgeMagnusomome.
Actually jt washishouseheandPaulineMagnusonY o ufidd tHatt h e yedproeninentpeople
in Kodiak.And thishous wasbuilt right nextto theirmom'shouseandtheywerestayingvith her
eventhoughtheyweremarried Theywerestayingn the homewith mombecausé was[ é Rer
desirgo havethemcloseby. Sowehadthislittle threeroom houseandwe slepton the floor with
kidsandsleepindpags.

AG: Wherewasthe Magnusorhouseat?

DP: 1 wouldsayi t[ & grobablyaboutwheretheMeccastoday| € Kodiakusedo have
aridgethatwentthroughtown thatwastakenout.

AG: Is thisthe samehousehatHazelmentionedvasthe onethatwasthe pink househatmight
havebeenhaunted?

DP: No, thiswasahousehatbecaméhe househatHazelandBenArdingermovedout of on
Rezanoflt wasenlargedonsiderablylheyhadtheirfirst musicstorethere.

AG: And could youdescribé&odiakwhenyoufirst arrived?

DP: Full of peopleFull of soldiersat night. Weweren'tallowedo go out of the houseat night.
Dustystreetno sidewalks;rookedmainstreetpeautifuplaceno boatharbor|[ € \Vheretheboat
harborisnowwasabigflat. Whenthetidewentoutit wentwayout past| 6not surewhere.
Anywaystherewasabigtide flat andthe eaglesisedo sitout on theflats.

AG: Okay.

DP: There were two stores in town, Krafts@rsinesand you either shopped at one or the

other. Usually people had their loyalties tstmmeor the other. So my older sister, who was
graduated from high school in Ketchikan, went to work for Erskine's. You had to wear starched
uniforms, and early on thdidn't really take cash down there. It was charged PAF, pay after fishing.
By the time we came to town they were taking money, but Peggy Sutliff when she first came to
town, | think she came in 1938, she went down with money and they didn't havefany way
handling money.

AG: Wow. Do you remember the Erskine store?

DP: Oh yes.

AG: Could you describe it?

DP: It was a dry good store. It had the meat department. It had groceries. It had women's clothing.
It must had men's clothing, too. | don't rememtagrgart, but | know it had electronics. | believe

there was a man that had a little radio station there and just broadcasting music. In fact, my older
sister marriedim. Allen Knowling was his name.

AG: What was his name?

DP: Al Knowling.



AG: Knowling?
DP: Yes.

AG: Okay.

DP: We had a big dock and under the dock you could see the Russian stone dock with the big rings
where the sailing vessels used to tie up. I'm sure you've seen pictures of that in the museum. Yeah, |

saw that. The way the dock was shaped;ould walk out and face tluekand look back and
youdd see the Russian dock. What a pity it
was another company that built there. | took all my pictures down there after the tidal wave. It
showst being left. The only structure along that whole channel that was left after the tidal wave.
AG: Do you have memories of Mr. and Mrs. Erskine?

DP: Yes.

AG: Could you maybe share some of those?

DP: Well, she was always out working in her rockery which used to flow down toward the store
which was at the foot of the hill and we went there on trick or$teainvited us to come in and
sit down and visit with her farwhilebefore we got our ta¢ That was a big thrill.

AG: What sort of treat would she give you?
DP: | don't remember that. | remember we had to pay for bags usuigdlidalhalveen was
raining and snowing. The bags would actually fall apart by the time we got home. Thaaivas the

thing | remember is going to her house.

AG: What sort of lady was she?

wa

DP: Oh she was el egant. Very friendly, kind.

her.

AG: Could you share that?

DP: It's already recorded though on it.
AG: Okay. Whiaabout Mr. Erskine?

DP: | don't have a vivid memory of him as | knew of her. | didn't see that much or something. But
the school was goodiwent to third grade and met lots of people, the Madsen family. Germain
Madsen was a school maid and Vivian Pagahlots of people that aren't here anymore, moved

on. Silvia Larsen, Betty Beals. Marie Cbipey were all in grade school together.

AG: And do you r e me mb leuiduppféhp war?RMhat the sersatian fvastike
live in Kodiak during bfld War 11?7



=
DeediePearsomecountingherstory.P-10003-18.

DP: Wel | |l remember when the warolhawprederd i[fé]yv
get out of oMedid liveoirutisaepinkahguse at thadtime. It was pink bechade
redwood siding on it from California.

AG: Do you recall the outbreak of the war then?
DP: Yes.
AG: Could you describe that moment?

DP: I just remember wondering i f wedd ever go
happened on a Sundagidn't know if we'd be going to school or whatever, but w8udid.

everything had to be blacked out. They had patrol people that went around. If you had a little crack
of light coming through they would douse the lights. We never went anywhler@@ayways, you

know, little kids. We didn't go on at night in the winter time. This harbor out here was full of huge
transport ships like where that one is parked right now where the oil barge is. Full of ships, lots of
planes coming and going. Lots asl df servicemen in town. Lots of trucks with servicemen in

town driving through town going to Abercombie. Everyone in towsuppassed tgo out the

road t o s ome bWehNweee bssignédsomdbaode $ s e 6 s house on Mis
but we diln't go. Mom said we're better off in this place or go down by the beach which had a cliff
there at that ti me. [ €] WhAndeesonWeed Up therd=dou g o i s
might want to talk to him. You know Lawrence Anderson? His motliee dioning for many of



the people that worked at the store, the Ersk
the next day was for hanging clothes, and the next day was for ironing. It had to be sprinkled and
rolled up, you know, so it'd damp. Flat irons on the stove. Have you seen a flat iron?

AG: Lots of work.

DP: You had to keep them hot ]Jtwdstealtricko Butmhgmo h o't
she was always advanced in what she wanted to do and she foundRngltednad a steam

iron, she went down and got that steam iron. And she invited all the ladies in the neighborhood to
come down and see the steamiomm ey di dndt h av dustirom whtroyougbotat any
around to it.¢hucKle

AG: What did the ladissy?

DP: They thought that was pretty neat. Some people are resistant to chandgetthdlggh. way | v
always done it, so | don't know if they changed or not, but I know she got the first steam iron in
town.

AG: So during the war was there some waydhaand other children participated in the war
effort?

DP: | learned to knit over at the hospital with the nuns over there. | think they call them Gray

Ladies or maybe it was just a group of ladies that got together and did that. They knitted scarves for
the servicemen. | learned to do the European pick &titcthu dondét t hrow your th
the difference? Never seen people knit? Usually they sew their thread. European knit stitch, pick
stitch, you just pick it. | learned to do the throw wheasld@ing many colors later on, but it was
handy knowing how to handle my thread and so

AG: Were they drafted or how did they enter the war?

DP: My oldest brother was in Bozeman, Montana, going to college aightteyp for the
reserves. Of course, the reserves were pulled up right away. He ended up being in Normandy
invasion. That's a picture of him there.

AG: Did he survive?

DP: Oh yes. That picture of the boat, skifhat 6 s hi m f i s h iwogerewliafteth me .
| think.

AG: You know Deedie | think | would like very much to speak with you another time about World
War Il in Kodiak, but I'm thinking for the sake of this interview maybe we can talk about West Side
stuff.

DP: Okay.

AG: So you merdned that your father was working for the Territorial employment department.
How was it that he first entered the world of fisheries?



DP: He bought a boat, tiMarmotand he was a partner with one of the VonScheele men. Tom
VonScheele arte were partneon theMarmotMarmot, Skippy dmplpywereall three sisteships
that came up on theackalavhich was a boat that used to dock at the Erskine dock. Small
steamship.They were the onesCitvelova@nd theLackalaame up in the wintertime. Big ones
came up in the summer.

AG: Could you describe tMarmaét

DP: (speaking to someQrkngbse

AG: Oh he's reading.

DP: Is he gone?

AG: | could ask him at another point.

DP: | can't remember. It was 42 or 48 [foot]. I'm not sure. It was a newétesitmat. Privately
owned. Where most of the boats were owned by the canneries in those days. They had big fleets of
boats. The fishermen worked on a percentage from them. We were living on Marmot Island during
the summertime when he was fishing on the Mamadain 194 he and my brother Bob bought
Katie Danielson's sites. West Pop#pémusti@But they had a home down here in Mush Bay.
Right here.

AG: At the saltery?

DP: [Yes] I1tds not there anymore.

AG: I'm curious. Was tiarmobhamed after Marmdgland?

DP: | suppose it was.

AG: And at that point were there many independent boats in Kodiak?

DP: | don't think too many.

AG: What do you think your father and his partner were thinking when they decided to go in and do
an independent operation?

DP:lthinkthat heydd be independent. Tom | ihaviegda i n Af o
boat there in the winter was helpful, too.

AG: [é] How di d peopl edoyon thihk thiatitheyrhaddyoofl elationshipe ¢ a
with the canneries was there a reason why it seemed more beneficial to be an independent
fisherman than a cannery fisherman?

DP: | think most people had great relationships with the cannery workers and the cannery
superintendents. | never witnessed anything that wash'Mggtde other people have a different



opinion, but that's my opiniolhwas good. But you know if they only work on a percentage you
can make more money if you have your own boat and for Tom he could use it in the wintertime,
too, to go back and forth Kodiak. | suppose that was the motive for him. | don't know. | never
heard of any much discussions on it, frankly.

AG: Do you remember which canneries your dad delivered toMarthét

DP: San Juan.

AG: So does that mean that they mostly fished avettteside using the seiner?

DP: | think they did-They occasionally went to the mainland though. Yeah, the west side, | think
that's all considered it. | don't think they came around to Ugat or down to Old Harbor or anything
like thatno. Hey Jim? Do yoremember how long tivarmotvas?

JP: I can't hear you.

DP: How long théMarmdt The length thiglarmé The boaMarmaét

JP: The length of the boat?

DP: Yeah.

JP: About fortywo feet.

AG: Okay.

DP:1t s all wood of course.

JP: Yeah.

AG: Could you reind me about what year it was that your father purchadddrthét

DP:6 45 .

AG: 6045. Okay. And at that point your family
DP: In the summertime.

AG: What brought you to Marmot Island?

DP: Well we went out therelif42trapping.

AG: For what?

DP: Fox.

\W



AG: Could you describe that a bit more?

DP: Marmot Island?

AG: Yes [é] Was it because there was a fox fa
DP: No, it's wild fox.

AG: Oh.

DP: Well that's a whole story in itself. Bob
ChamberlainRobertChamberlaincame

down here from Fairbanks. He was one of the
ones that went wup on the
Nome. He was at Rampart. He was at Nome.
He was at Iditarod. He was in Fairbanks. He
had astrike out in Dom€reek up there. He
use to comeverand tell stories when we

lived in the pink house. He'd sit there all night
and tell stories to my dad. So | guess he got
interested in it. So he took leave [from] his
job, we went out there. We were out there

. when thePhyllis ®as cut in half. We were
syoposed to come in on.

AG: You weresupposed teome in on it?
DP: He didn't know tldidn't show up.

AG: My goodness. Could you tell me about
thePhyllis § your experience with that?

" DP: | never got on it because it never came. It
was [ €] you knkPhywlisBhe sto
Okay.

AG: But maybe you can describe because
future historians will not.

DP: Phyllis ®as a mail boat going around
Kodiak Island eary two weeks in the
wintertime, and | think they went around

Bob ChamberlairP-7762. every week in the summer or something like
that. Stopped at all the canneries and reside
A military boat was going through there and theidwbalter their course and the mail boat did
not see them because the sun was in their eye
justcubem in half. Johnny Reft was on it. You kn



mom was on #re. There were two people | think drowned, and the boat, a part of it, used to be in
Whal e Pass for a |l ong ti me. |l think it was th

AG: How did you hear about the accident?

DP: | didn't hear about it till we got town. My brother Bua,r t y dady was 81digh school

and he got anot her MajowBoawa © tcloenen arhd eaf uist.. [ @3 |
Rockwell. Called him Rocky. And they came out there and we'd been watching for a boat for days. |
don't know probably a mth maybe. I'm not sure how long we waited for a boat. There was

coming up northeast, which is a big blow on that side of the island. | heard a knock and my dad

went down the beachro@T her e won't be any boalmptettyday. It
sure we were sitting down to our big, we usually had pancakes or mush, eRhacakes were

about plate size. Sourdoughs, of course. Heard a knock on the door and we all looked at each

other0 Gos h, who &aobady else tivesan thehsiapenod, you know. Turned out it

was Billy Nome. Billy Nome had lived as a young man out there with Old Bob. He was a deckhand
on the boat. Too bad you couldndt interview h
Tacoma. Visited him sevaral mes down t here. What an interest
di dndt tdéackaeu ses Wwleonmer e ready to go. We just gr
he had to row us out in the skiff and the surf was getting pretty big. It's theaboahirkic of a
boatlkeibcause 1t was | i ke, Surmi&twaslikeatunasen&herepi ct ur e
was a captaispway up high, the deck. So anyway [ é] we
dragged us up on the boat and the boatnweking out there in the surf. He had dogs he had to

do the same thing. He got her paws up and they grabbed her up and pulled her up. He had to row
back and get my dad and Old Bob and when they rolled down we couldn't even 8&g them.

swells. Gosh,ifev di dn't get off the island. ltds a pl
anything. Anyway we made it.

AG: And at that point you heard why the mail boat never arrived?
DP: Il dondt remember that part.
AG: So then from Majmet Lt éslkaedj n[]éheysummeret

DP: We did go out one winter. That was the winter we were waiting for the boat to come pick us
up.

AG: Could you describe your schooling out there?

DP: Well, | had great schoolihng a u s e, we Bab€@Hamberthibltiams®@!l d had a &
Bob, so he was Ol d Bob.whéhewawiathe fautthwgaadeswad r i | | i n
taking multiplication tables and history. When | got out there, | guess | did well, I didn't have any
trouble going into fiftiygrade. So | guess | did okay.

AG: And at this point was there a fox farm out there already?

DP: No, it's all wild fox.



AG: Oh.
DP: You had to outsmart the fox.
AG: How would you do that?

DP: Well we buried fish for one thing. We did bait sets anetthips where the fox traveled and
So on.

AG: So this is something I'm interested in when | read about fox farming. Feeding the foxes is
always a problem. So you said tHat you woul d

DP: There was a salmon stream rightlt he house. I n the fal./l after
so they'd still be usable later on. We didn't use them a lot, but they did use them as bait sets on to
attract the foxes. You buried the bait and set the fox traps around it. And we h8Heavdag an
Airedalefairly large size dog. So she used to have a little backpaekb d pack t he trap
my dad.

AG: Were these kind of classic metal traps or were they special types of traps?
DP: Just metal.

AG: So then you would bury thehfand that would then attract the fox. Just the scent and they
would go towards the scent of the rotting fish and then be caught in the trap?

DP: Right.
AG: How many would you get?

DP: You know I, I'm trying to remember.

[ €] | woul d jueslt be gue
have a picture somewhere of them. |

don't know how many.

AG: Do you know who planted the fox
there?

DP: Well Bob took some of them off. It

was a fox farm before he bought it. He
gotitinthed 3 0 s s Caltledita me .

farm but i farmreal ly wasr

AG: Could you distinguish between a fox
farm and what this was?

FoxfarmatMarmotlsland.P-7765.

DP:Foxfarnf é] theydre raise
like they used on Crooked Island over here. | went over there as a kid too. Used to visit with her.

10



Ardingers can tell you about that. In fact, the King's Dira¢nyvas a descendant. Robert King was
a descendant of that family. They were Johnsons. Daughter married a King. So they would be the
great grandparents of the King family that runs the diner.

AG: Okay.

DP: They had everything in pens.
They had dark pens, metal pens. They
had a metal building, | should say.
Pens inside. Those were the ones they
were gonna harvest. The females and
the young were outside. In outside
pens. | think they fed themrsan.

AG: Why is it that Bob and your dad
then decided instead of doing this
kind of fox farming method to just
have them wild?

DP: They were already on the island
wild. It's a fairly large island. | imagine
getting enough feed to feed them
would be hardiVe did have a salmon
stream, but | don't know how many
you could count on. Because every
year the surf would build up the rocks
in front of the streamSometimes
there'd be fish, sometimes there
wouldn't. The beach changed every
winter.

P

AG: What happenetthen once the
foxes were trapped? How would you
prepare them for selling?

DP: Well, they skinned them out

every night. | remember that's the
only time they lit up the Coleman
lantern. The rest of the time we had kerodangs. Not much light. They'd skin them out very
carefully and they'd rub them down with cornm
out and t Hriech Robnhtenypératureb e

FoxatMarmotlsland P-7761.

AG: Was there a special building for this?
DP: Just the hoes

AG: What did you think of this when you were young?

11



DP: Wellat eight years old you just take things as they come you know. Never been

aroundanything i ke t hat before, but I iving on Mar mot
live.

AG: Why?

DP: Beauti ful |l i ke Abercombie. [€é] Well after

another job up there for the government. Called the War Martpovertissioner, no one could
quit in those days unless they had permission, or they'd berigitatfeaday. You had to be ready
for a job if you were referred somewhere. Sorry my voice is so scratchy. | hate that.

AG: It's fine.

DP: And we went up there. We went up there for almost a year and then we came back on Marmot
Island. We got a horse, @ cows, bull, chickens, and guinea hens, and pigs. And that made it a lot

of fun having a horse out there. We had a field that we used to raise grass in for her and cut the
grass just like the efdshioned days with the big scythe. Put it up on &btevil and bring it

into the barn [é]. It was a wonderful time fo

AD: Could you describe the buildings out there? How many were there and what sort of functions
did they serve?

DP: There's one house there withrdgwood siding on it that was there when old Bob bought the
place from. | think he bought it from a man lives over on Afognak. | have to think of his name. |
think his name is Pajoman. And there was another building next to that which is a storage shed. W
used the old house for tools and called it the tool shed, and feed for the chickens and pigs and stuff.
And there was another nice house and I think it was nice in those days. It was a two story house
with a three rooms upstairs and unfortunately theehoaved off its fowdation during the tidal

wave.

AG: Okay. | am back here with Deedie Pearson on June [12], 2015, and | think we can just pick up
again describing Marmot Island?

DP: We had a big meadow. We used to love to go out there and playr bevamdas fish in the

lake. We had silvers and reds and dogs and humpies that went into the stream and then in the lake.
Took care of the silvers and the reds. And the reds we found were in the little minnows or what do
you call them little fry were upthe little feeder steam&nd the water would start to dry up in the
summer we'd go up and get a can and wed6d take
t hem. [ €] We | earned to garden outobHéaad e . I I
lots of good ideas to gardening and so | learned a lot from him. He had been raised on a farm in
Puyallup, Washington and I|Iike | said he came
wonderful stories to tell us.

AG: So what werdsgardening techniques?

12



DP: Well, he was an organic gardener. Buried fish in the garden and we used organic material. There
were a lot of bugs so he had a smudge he'd start on the ocean side of the garden. It was so we could
be in the garden to keep thagb away.

AG: What was it?

DP: It was logs and stuff. It didn't burn really good but enough to keep the bugs out. Hazel and |

had to weed a row of, we had a big garden, we had to weed a row of the garden every morning

bef ore wedd st &ebeaclhpandigetiamother baG of drift wosafor the stove. We

had gunny sacks full so wedd go down, fil/l up
pull out of our sack when we needed one. Very efficient, | guess.

AG: What would you grow?

DP: RuabagasWe had rutabagas as big as a plate. Huge. Gosh, we went out to that one fall in
1942.He buried them in sand. In the cellar he had made benches in there of sand. Had quarts of
strawberries. Lots of radishes. We had so many radishes mom ligdidadte some or boil

them. They were good that way as well as fresh. We had a lot of other things like potatoes, of
course. | don't remember too much lettuce or anything liké\fkegirobably had it, | just don't

recall it. We had lots of berriespbasries and strawberriésd jarring up strawberries was so

much fun. Course we had the cows so we had whip cream and that was great. Mom would go out
and milk the cow every night. | guess she went in the morning, too. | don't remember that part, but
satme ni ghts, stormy | i ke Kodiak can be, you kn
going after them. Keep in the barn until they
mom would be home pretty soon. That was fun.

AG: So there wdhke old cabin, there was the barn, there was the larger new house and any other
buildings on the island?

DP: Trapping cabins on the other side of the island.

AG: What was that used for?

DP: Well, Old Bob would go over there and he'd trap the easttsidhae 6 d t rap t he we
was also after the war. We finally retrieved butler huts that were put out there. There's a listening

post out there, military.

AG: Could you describe those?

DP: Well, theyodre qguonsetnkhutAnd  Wesectahdbeght hei
because we heard that when the military left, they left everything. They didn't leave anything

behind. They'd left the door and a bag of beans, that was it. During the war they'd come over to the
house and borrow thingshecse t hey6d Theyodtl eaAvéoadnote, o0V
cof fee, we got this, we got that. o6 Al so there
harvested them too.

AG: Whose cattle?
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DP: Belonged to Old Bob. They took carthemselve®€[]] When he | ooked at th
were two dry cows and five bullshink that's all.That was the end of that herd. Holstelrise

big guys. The one time we did go up to harvest my dad was fishing that year so he wasn't there, but
Old Bob went up there, too. Up on the ridge of the island and he'd hunt them down like wild

animals because they weren't tame anymore. He took the horse along andlboksegbptk

The horse was a really good htbavestebele®ddredd | ust
anything. She just followed along. Kept looking lmadtngback, hanging back, hanging back and

finally he saw the pagmingout of the bushes waiting for everybody. Well, they finally found the

cows and they saw the pig and thely tdf. She probablquealedr didsomething because they

didn't know what she was. The next day he took off he left her in the barn and we could hear her
squealing clear down at the house. Anyway, he got a big bull. We had to go out and help him up.
Took down thousand pounds of meat, plus twenty pounds of tail. | wanted the tail. Oxtail soup is
pretty good if you haven'thaditt 6 s r i c h.

AG: How would you preserve your food?

DP: You had to can it all up fast. We had a screened back porch. Thateareto can meat

which is helpful. [...] Deer. All these skills came in really handy for me when | was on Uganik, |
learned to can. Deer meat out there of course. Wood stove, of course. It was great for a bunch of
kids to have fun like that.

AG: So yar family would live there mostly. You said three summers, huh?

DP: Yeah.

AG: And then one winter?

DP: Yeah

AG: And during the summer, was you father fishing the whole time?

DP: Yeah. Not the first summe&hey got the boat in '45.

AG: So how did that woPKWould he come home at night or was he gone?

DP: No, he had just dropped us off and left us. No communication, nothing. Things weren't
available then. Il 611 tell you the main thing
used to listen tdokyo Rose every night on the radio for news. It wasn't very good news, but we
listened. And then she saw the boats they destroyed, how many planes they shot down, the prisoners
they took, that was usually her story. And that day she started out sagnggoht he US, dond
me exactly, but they dropped a new fire bomb on us, there was nothing more than just a fire bomb
they said different, but it wasn't. The next night, or two days later when the next one dropped she

di dndt say anyg Andthgwaawaooavdr shortty afterhatt h i

AG: Did you know what had taken place for other news sources?
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DP: Probably did, yeah. | was on a plane going to St. Louis and there was this nice Japanese lady the
whole trip in. Was an anniversary year. | tangmber what kind of anniversary, forty or fifty or
whatever it was of the atomic bomb being drop
has fifteen minutes to ride this plane and we
| said, "What do you think about the atomic bomb?" Sat there quiatyriteand she said,
oProbably the best thing we could have done.
knows how many American lives. We would have fought till the ertdld e how they were

training the women with butcher knives and going up to the Gls and stabbing them.

Al OwenandBob Bartlett.P-776.
AG: Did you interact much with the men that were stationed on Marmot?

DP: | never saw therhey were probably grthere for a yeaWe livedn Fairbanks.
AG: So then | presume that your father must have had some success fishiigrom@he

DP: I guess so. Oh yeah theyoddd catch a | ot of
didndt go very far.

AG: And at this point was your father involved in politics?

DP: Well, he was always active in union work around the union. He went to Washington D.C.
representing unions and so forth.
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